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Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. 
No. CVIIT., July 1831. 

In our last Number we expressed our 
warm approbation of the article on the 
Russian cholera, contained in the Edin- 
burgh Medical and Surgical Journal for 
the past quarter. We regret that the original 
communications are not, on the whole, en- 
titled to equal commendation. They are 
generally of a heavy, unnecessarily protract- 
ed kind, and treat of ordinary and uninte- 
resting subjects. Two or three articles, 
however, deserve exemption from this accu- 
sation, and an abstract of these shail accord- 
ingly find a place in our columns. 

The first and best paper is an Essay on 
“ Phlegmonous Tumours in the Right Iliac 
Region,” by J. M. Ferrall, Esq., Surgeon 
to the Maison de Santé of Dublin. In this 
the author describes, with much precision 
and ability, a disease which has hitherto 
attracted but little attention, at least in this 
country, but the diagnosis of which is yet 
sufficiently obvious,—a deep-seated, im- 
moveable tumour, very painful to the touch, 
situated in the right iliac region, associated 
with more or less of inflammatory disorder, 
constituting its leading character. The 
causes are referable tothe caecum, and are 
either dependent—1. On feculent accumu- 
lation in that viscus; 2. On malignant dis- 
organisation ; or, 3, On phlegmonous tume- 
faction. In the two latter forms, abscesses 
frequently occur, which either open iato the 
cavity of the cecum, the colon, the blad- 
der, the vagina, or the rectum, and, in some 
rare cases, in the lumbar region, having tra- 
versed the substance of the mass of mus- 
cles in that situation. The abscess has 
also been known by the author to point in 
two directions at once, viz., into the rectum, 
and through the anterior abdominal parietes. 

No, 414. 


We extract the case which exemplifies thia 
variety of the affection. 


ABSCESS ABOUT THE CO&CUM POINTING IN 
TWO DIRECTIONS, 


* On the ¢4th April, 1827, I saw Mr. 
M——, under the fol owing circumstances : 
—There was a large oblong, painful tumour 
in the right iliac region, with a firm margin, 
and yielding centre; it was very deep- 
seated and fixed; the abdominal parietes 
could be moved over it, but there was a 
decided fluctuation conveyed to the fingers. 
A blister had been applied by bis apothe- 
cary, and the part was now healed ; his 
stomach was tranquil, but he had no desire 
for food ; bowels free ; tongue loaded; skin 
dry and hot ; pulse 90, and full. Four weeks 
ago he was seized with pain in the part, 
accompanied by bilious vomiting, which 
lasted three days; the tumour appeared a 
few days after. He admits that he has in. 
dulged freely in spirituous liquors for some 
time, and has been sensible of pain in the 
seat of the tumour for a month or two, when 
taking exercise. With a view to improve 
the secretions, he was directed to take a 
small quantity of the blue pill, with soda, 
at night, and light bitters in the morning ; 
the tumour to be soothed by fomentations, 
and its progress observed. 

** April 26. No material change in the 
tumour, but the general symptoms improved ; 
pulse 80; skin cooler; tongue less coated, 
and he has eaten some chicken with appe~ 
tite. 

* 28. I was requested to see him on 
account of pain in the tumour. Skin again 
hot; pulse 100. On examination the tu- 
mour was found to be flattened, and the 
fluctuation scarcely perceptible. On care- 
fully pressing it, a gurgling noise was pro- 
duced on its abdominal side, or that towards 
the middle line, and its bulk still further 
dimivished. An emollient enema was di- 
rected, and frequent fomentations with de- 
coct. veris, The day following, the 
discharges by stool were evidently mixed 
with matter; the continued use of enemata 
and stupes restored tranquillity in the parts. 
Matter continued to be discharged, and he 
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appeared to go on tolerably well until the 
meat of the 6th May, when he had violent 
rigor, followed by profuse perspiration. 

“© May7. Mr. Colles saw him with me. 
His countenance was now bad ; tongue dry 
and brown ; pulse 100, full, but weak; dis- 
charge from the bo fluid and purulent 
at bottom, with an appearance of white dots 
like particles of oatmeal intermixed. The 
tumour is contracted at its upper extremity; 
the lower end is prolonged towards Poupart’s 
ligament, but very deep-seated; integu- 
ments unaltered. On account of the A 

ency of regs symptoms, it was thought 
e tient to rei z im cautiously to the 
suburbs, while the state of the tamour was 
carefully watched. 

“ 12. He rallied a little the first day or 
two after leaving the city, but now labours 
under hectic fever of an active kind. He 
has thirst; perspiration on the head and 
ehest every night ; pulse 120, and feeble ; 
the outline of the tumour can be felt at 
considerable depth ; a fulness is perceptible 
im the situation of the inguinal canal, and 
Teaching as far as the ae ring ey 
painful on pressure, elastic, ing, 
giving the sensation of a fold cf intestine 
adherent to the skin ; the integuments are 
neither discoloured nor thickened; his 
strength is 

prom 


nee supported, and the discharge by 
oted by occasional enemata. 

“16, Mr. Golles saw him with me again 
to-day. There was a circular patch of red 
skin at the pubal extremity of the lower 
tumour ; it was more prominent than the 
remainder, but tympanitic, and giving on 
pressure a slight ing noise ; his features 
were sharpened, expressive at once of 
anguish and exhaustion; his eyes were 
sunk, and he ein broken whispers. It 
was evident that something muat be at- 
tempted ; the present condition could not 
last very long. Some action was going on, 
for which the powers of his constitution 
eppeared to be inadequate ; and his pulse 
had that peculiar character which I have 
more than once observed to precede a sud- 
den and fatal sinking; it was remarkably 
full; but the fulness had this peculiarity, 
that it did not to diminish during 
what is termed the systole of the vessel ; 
the artery was very yielding, with little 
— of reacting on its contents; the 
, a8 it were, ran into each other ; the 
slightest pressure obliterated the tube, and 
the substance of the attenuated vessel was 
then hardly to be felt. The most obvious 
indication was to make @ puncture at the 
point where the process of thinning was 
going on; but the question then arose, 
what was the structure into which the per- 
foration would be made? Was it a fold of 
intestine adhering to the skin, or was it the 
prolongation of the sbscess, into which air 


from the intestine had escaped? And, 
again, if it were done, should we reach 
matter, or relieve tension of any kind? How- 
ever, as the puncture would be merely an 
anticipation of a process in which nature 
was then actoally engaged, and os much of 
the urgency of the symptoms might be oc- 
casioned by the effort, it was decided on 
and done. A quantity of fetid air rushed 
out, followed by a few drops of blood, but 
no pus issued. Pressure was made, and 
about a teas ful of brownish pus, mixed 
with small flakes of lymph, was tediously 
expelled. Change of position was then 
tried, and a director cautiously introduced 
in the direction of the pelvis ; this was more 
successful, and about a tablespoonful of 
dark-coloured matter flowed through the 
groove of the director. So far the result 
was satisfactory ; it was the sac of an ab- 
scess we had ted ; the opening was 
cautiously dilated ; be was placed upon his 
right side, and an anodyne prescribed. 

“* The following day (17th) his counte- 

nance was manifestly better. Tongue 
softer; pulse 120, weak, but more dis- 
tinct; skin warm, but covered with a 
clammy moisture. He had slept five hours, 
and had taken a little soup wine at in- 
tervals, A slough was hanging from the 
wound: it had a membranous appearance 
when drawn out. It was four inches long, 
and one and a-half broad; but after being 
washed, nothing like organisation was per- 
ceptible. A - discharge of fatid 
pus followed, and was foreed freely “p by 
coughing. Not the slightest trace of fecal 
matter to be seen. He was ordered sul- 
phate of quinine in infusion of roses ; and a 
roller was gently passed round the 
and made to sustain two compresses, one 
over the pubis, in the direction in which 
matter appeared to lodge, and another be- 
tween the nates, with a view to support the 
viscera of the pelvis. He was placed on 
his right side. His condition gradually 
improved from this time. The matter be- 
came thick and creamy; a counter-openiog 
was made near the pubis on the point of a 
director ; the matter issued freely, and ina 
few days deserted the former opening alto- 
gether ; the pulse was reduced in frequency, 
and he acquired appetite and strength. 
About the middle of June he was able to 
walk very well, He was free from pain, 
and had little trace of the disease, except 
slight induration of the integumients ; the 
discharge had ceased ; his constitution had 
rallied, and he returned to town in tolerable 
health. 
*« I saw this person lately in good health, 
more than two years after the illness. The 
right inguinal canal is faller in the erect 
position than that of the opposite side; but 
there is very little induration remaining.” 
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The general abd special diagnosis of the 
affection is treated of with mucb minute- 
ness. The subjoined extract gives a suffi- 
cient idea of the first or general kind :— 


* Before suppuration is established in 
the phlegmonous tumour, some obscurity 
may be expected to prevail, It may resem- 
ble an abscess forming in the substance of 
the abdominal muscles, or between them 
and the peritoneum ; but when we test this 
conjecture 8 cautious manipulation, we 
find it derives no support from the pheno- 
meua before us. Thus, the abdominal pa- 
rietes (not the integuments merely, but the 
entire thickness of the muscles in addition) 
can be made to roll across the tumour by 
alternate pressure at either side; and the 
pressure which, if lightly made, is unattend- 
ed by pain, becomes very distressing when 
continued so firmly and so deeply as to 
reach the iliac fossa. It may assist us to 
recollect that this is not the situation where 
abscess of the parietes generally takes place. 
Violent exertion of the muscles is usually 
the exciting cause, and, as far as I have ob- 
served, the sheath of the rectus is that in 
which it is most liable to occur. 

“ Having decided that the tumour is 
deeper seated, we next consider what proof 
is afforded of its engaging the psoas or ilia- 
cus muscles, The depth of an abscess in 
these parts will not differ much from that 
engaging the cecum; but although the 
parietes can be made to roll easily over 
either, the tumour of the iliac muscle will 
rarely project so much, or be so distinctly 
dreaaserived, as that of the intestine. 
Bound down by a strong fascia, the abscess 
of the muscles is forced to take any direc- 
tion rather than that which would conduct 
it forwards, and the position of the patient 
indicates the tension to which it is exposed. 
He lies with the limb bent upon the pelvis, 
and, if the inflammation be acute, complains 
loudly of any attempt to draw it down.” 

“The movement of the limb is compara- 
tively indifferent to the patient with cecal 
tumour, although he may generally lie so as 
to relax the abdominal muscles. If he stand, 
he is not so lame as the person with abscess 
in the psoas or iliac muscle, nor does strik- 
ing the toe against the wall occasion the 
prectienty painful shock experienced in the 
latter case, ‘The history, too, is less that 
of lameness, and points more distinctly to 
derangement of the alimentary canal. Nau- 
sea or vomiting is generally coeval with 
the pain, while neglected or imperfectly-re- 
lieved constipation is accompanied occa- 
sionally with irritation of the lower bowel, 
as a consequence of the mischief higher up. 

When flactuation is perceptible in a 
tumour of this kiad, there is less danger of 

ix the iliac 





muscle, In the latter case the fluctuation is 
rarely felt through the anterior parietes. 
The cyst is firmly bound down by the iliac 
fascia, by which it is flattened and forced 
towards the femoral ring, in the course of 
the great vessels of the thigh, and, as in the 
case above alluded to, is even more likely to 
occasion caries of the os ilium, or reach the 
loins, than point in the anterior direction.” 

The treatment of these tumours varies 
according to the period of their duration, 
their special kind, and the constitation of 
the patient. Generally speaking, Mr. Fer- 
rall disapproves of purgatives; calomel 
given so as to affect the mouth gently, has 
been found of much service. The applica- 
tion of leeches, the hip-bath, fomentations, 
&c., have also been of considerable utility. 

On the question of the fit time and cir- 
cumstances for making an incision into the 
abscesses thus formed, Mr. Ferrall’s ob- 
servations are possessed of much practical 
value. While the general constitution re- 
mains free from great disorder, or while the 
integuments still retain their natural colour, 
though hectic irritation should then prevail, 
he recommends the incision to beavoided,and 
he satisfactorily points out the dangerous 
consequences it may occasion. When the 
tumour reaches the groin, and fluctuation is 
perceptible, then, for equally valid reasons, 
he advises its evacuation without delay. 
The case we have quoted, when carefully 
studied, will sufficiently illustrate many im- 
portant points connected with this part of 
the treatment. 


DISLOCATION OF THE HEART. 

In the fourth article, Dr. William Stokes 
describes a singular case of dislocation of 
the heart into the right side of the chest, 
with rupture of the pericardium and right 
pleura, which the patient has now survived 
nine years. He suffers considerably from 
palpitations and impeded respiration, but is 
still able to pursue his ordinary occupation. 
He experiences much relief from digitalis, 
which he has acquired the power of taking 
in unusually large doses. 


MEDICO- LEGAL INVESTIGATION. 

The eleventh article is an instructive 
narrative by Mr. Watson, F.R.S. Ed., of 
the medico-legal examination of two cases 
of sudden death by wounds, In both cases 
women were murdered by the insertion of a 
cutting instrament into the external parts of 
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generation. In both by an accurate exami- 
nation of the wounds, the inspector was 
enabled to decide on the kind of instrument 
with which they were inflicted, on the im- 
possibility of their having committed the act 
of suicide, and on the falsehood of the defence 
set up by the prisoners of the deceased 
having fallen accidentally on a piece of 
broken earthenware or glass. On the whole 
the article forms an important contribution 
to the study of judicial medicine, and de- 
serves the careful perusal of every one who 
is called to investigate similar cases. 
POISONING. 
In the thirteenth paper Mr, Kerr of Pais- 
ley relates a curious case in which a large 
quantity of arsenic was entirely expelled from 
the stomach two hours after it had been swal- 
lowed, by the repeated administration of 
emetics, which had been given to the 
enormous quantity of 175 grains of sulphate 
of zinc, and 230 grains of ipecacuanha, be- 
fore their action was exerted. Mr. Kerr 
avails himself of the opportunity to depre- 
cate the usual custom of administering 
large draughts of tepid liquids in cases of 
this description. He believes that the poi- 
son is thus frequently carried into the duo- 
denum, comparatively beyond the reach of 
emetics, while by merely supplying, during 
the tendency to retch, as much fluid as is 
barely necessary to serve as a vehicle for 
the expulsion of the poison, and the mucus 
to which it adheres, that danger is avoided, 
and according to the author, more effectual 
evacuation is ensured. 





A Manual of Materia Medica and Phar- 
macy. From the French of H. M. Ep- 
warps, M.D., and P. Vavasseun, M.D.; 
corrected and adapted to British practice 
by Joun Davies, M.R.C.S. London: 
Whittaker, Treacher, and Co. 1831. 8vo. 
pp. 490. 

Tuts volume forms a most useful addition to 

the resources of the student of materia me- 

dica and pharmacy, and we trust will re- 
ceive extensive support as a companion of 
either of the two great works by Dr. Dun- 
can and Dr, Thomson, on the same subject, 

Mr. Davies's Manuel possesses, over all 

previous publications in our language, the 


POISONING.—DAVIES’ MANUAL.—SEVERN’S MIDWIFERY. 


with the best method of classification yet 
devised, namely, a combination of the phy- 
siological and natural systems. In the 
latter part of the work we also find an addi- 
tion which we have long deemed a deside- 
ratum in medieal botany, namely, an arrange- 
ment of the medical plants in genera and 
species, with the generic characters prefixed 
to each division. 

We are, however, by no means disposed 
to recommend this manual as the exclusive 
text-book of the young, especially when 
studying for examination. The limited no- 
tices of the modes of preparing the metallic 
compounds, the acids, alkalies, &c., will not 
be sufficient for their purpose, and recourse 
must be had to either of the larger treatises 
slready specified. 





First Lines of the Practice of Midwifery, 
to which are added Remarks on the Fo- 
rensic Evidence requisite in Cases of 
Feticide and Infanticide. By Cuantss 
Severn, Surgeon. London, Highley. 1831. 
8vo. pp. 144. plates. 


As a good appearance is at all times a strong 
recommendation of a work, we may com- 
mence our notice of the present production, 
by saying that it is avery neatly-printed 
volume, and that the engravings which it 
contains are tolerably executed. Indeed, the 
plate at the commencement of it affords the 
best illustration of the situation and pro- 
gress of the child’s head in a natural la- 
bour that we ever remember to have seen 
in a small work. Figs. 1 and 2 of Plate II, 
are very good representations of the short- 
ening of the neck of the uterus at the ends 
of the third and six months of pregnancy. 
Fig. 5, in the same plate, conveys the idea 
that some of the neck is remaining at the 
end of the nine month, which is not correct. 

The work itself we have perused with 
some satisfaction. Interleaved with blank 
paper, students might find this volume to be 
a useful text-book to a course of lectures 
on the subject of midwifery. Those parts 
which we regard as exceptionable, and some 
of which we shall presently point out, will 
not weigh very greatly against the propor- 
tion of information which is herein con- 
densed. 





great advantage of presenting the student 


Mr. Severn has, throughout, evidently 
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SEVERN’S MIDWIFERY. 


aimed at conciseness, but he has certainly 
opened his subject rather too abruptly. 
Here is a sudden description of the pelvis, 
without a particle of information relative to 
its connexion with any other. part of the 
human frame. After a short anatomical de- 
scription, our author proceeds t6 that which 
more immediately belongs to the practice 
of midwifery—the dimensions of the pelvis, 
—measurements which cannot be too care- 
fully studied by those who desire to obtain 
a thorough knowledge of the obstetric art. 
At page 6 we observe a practical remark 
which is often omitted in books and lectures 
on midwifery. ‘“ The brim has an obtuse 
edge laterally, becoming, as it approaches 
the pubes, more or less acute, and when 
very sharp, as itis in some instances, it 
occasions severe cutting pain in the latter 
months of pregnancy.” The fact, however, 
has been noticed by some as disposing to 
laceration of the uterus during the time of 
labour. 

The vertex (p.9) is properly stated by 
the author as the usually presenting part. 
Whether or not it is “ of all presentations 
the best adapted to pass through the pelvis,” 
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of which we have had no experience. We 
are rather surprised at the following state~ 
ment in the same page :—‘ Scirrhus very 
seldom produces any increase in the size of 
the uterus,” 

Treating of polypi (p. 25), the author 
very properly says that ‘* the ligature tied 
round the polypus should give no pain.” 
We remember having heard that the cele- 
brated Dr. Hunter, by not attending to this 
precaution ia. tying a polypus, occasioned 
the death of his patient. 

On the subject of menstruation, the au- 
thor has very properly omitted the numerous 
theories which have been advanced. In g 
work of this sort they would have been out 
of place, but it would have been as well to 
notice dysmenorrhcea and vicarious men- 
struation among the diseases of menstrua- 
tion. It may be right to confess, too, in 
this place, that, contrary to Mr. Severn, 
we consider venesection rather a doubtful 
remedy in cases of menorrbagia. 

The eighth, ninth, and tenth chapters of 
sect. 2, contain much useful information, 
We extract from page 53, an observation 
which, apart from prejudices, would con- 





is another question ; for, in many i " 
the child will pass as easily in a breech 
presentation, as when the face is directed 
to the pubes. 

In the description of the female organs 

of generation (p. 14), the author might, we 
consider, have given a more practical mode 
of discovering the meatus urinarius than 
that of “first distinguishing the clitoris, 
and passing the finger down one inch in a 
straight line,” for the young practitioner 
might not chance to have the rule in his 
pocket which he ought always to carry. 
It would have been better, perhaps, to have 
said that the lies i diately un- 
derneath the arch of the pubes, or at the 
distance from the clitoris, of the last joint 
of the fore-finger. 
» At page 16, the author treats of dis- 
sases of the female sexual organs under the 
division “ irritation,” but we presume that 
by this term he means pruritus, though, in 
cur opinion, the word irritation wil) not 
convey to the reader that signification. 

In chronic enlargement of the uterus, 
page 2%, Mr. Severn recommends the use 
of the linim, hydrarg. compos., with the in- 





derably deteriorate the value at which 
some persons estimate a child’s caul:— 
“ It is probable that the imaginary value of 
the ‘child’s caul’ if obtained unbroken, 
originated with some former physiologist, 
who had witnessed, and wished to prevent, 
the ill effects resulting from the premature 
rupture of the membranes, by appealing to 
the superstition and self-interest of those, 
to whose reason he might have addressed 
himself in vain.” 
We particularly recommend to those stu- 
dents and young practitioners who may 
purchase the work, an attentive perusal of 
the chapter on ‘‘ Examination” (p. 61), 
for the excellent and very necessary cau- 
tions which it contains, The practitioner 
is bound to observe the utmost delicacy to- 
wards the female on this occasion, but he is 
not to be wholly regardless of himself, and 
the legitimate object in which he is ens 
gaged. Among the directions which it is 
more immediately the business of the pa- 
tient to attend to, Mr. Severn gives one that 
brings to our mind an anecdote on this sub- 
ject, which it will be apropos to relate. A 
gentleman who was, for the first time, sent to 
attend a female in child-bed, on finding the 





ternal use of mercury~a mode of treatment 





women far advanced in her labour, became 
extremely anxious to render her the assist- 
avee which he considered to be requisite. 
The bed was low, and the young man’s hair 
very long. A violent pain came at the mo- 
ment he was within reach, when the poor 
woman instantly seized her accoucheur by 
the bair, violently retained her hold, and 
screwed and twisted it till his knotted and 
combined locks, and the agonised expression 
of his countenance, assumed tbe exact cha- 
racter of Medusa’s head, For some time 
neither his own authority, nor all the assist- 
ance afforded by the nurse, could relieve the 
examiner from his painful situation. 

In speaking of the long forceps, Mr. 
Severn does not, we consider, lay sufficient 
atreas on the absolute necessity of removing 
that instrument, after the head of the ehild 
has been brought down to the outlet of the 
pelvis. “The long forceps may, therefore 
(he says), be withdrawn.”—(p.77.) Nor 
does he advise the application of the short 
forceps over the parietal bones, in preference 
to the long ones, to accomplish the delivery, 
when the head has arrived at the outlet, 
and a second application of the forceps be- 


comes necessary. 
We must now conclude our notice of the 


work with some general observations, The 
arrangement of the chapters might be 
altered with considerable advantage. We 
have intentionally avoided speaking criti- 
cally of those parts which are the most dis- 
putable, as so many learned authorities can 
be brought forward in support of opposing 
plans of treatment, and the present occasion 
hardly demands their discussion. The pa- 
per on feticide and infanticide may be re- 
commended to the notice of students of 
medical jurisprudence—a subject in which, 
indeed, all men are students. It contains 
many practical, philosophical, and religious 
observations, each of them useful to be read. 
Some allusion is made to the dreadful pre- 
valence of infanticide in Hindostan, and the 
efforts made by the noble rajah, Rammo- 
hua Roy, to abolish the blood-eurdling prac- 
tices of that portion of the globe. If we 
mistake not the times, the day is not distant 
when this humape and enlightened repre- 
sentative of the people of the East, will sit 
in the judgment halls of his native country 
on solitary cases of child murder, 











THORN ON SEXUAL DISEASES. 


4n Attempt to Simplify the Treatment of 

Sexual Diseases. By James Tuoarn, 

M.R.C,S, London: Highley, 1831, 8vo. 

pp. 240, 

Wens we ina merciless mood, we might 
find an apt subject for ‘ the torture " in the 
author of the publication now before us, 
The title of the volume is objectionable (to 
use no severer term) in the highest degree. 
Mr. Thorn proposes to simplify the treat- 
ment of ‘ sexual” diseases, while nine. 
tenths of his treatise are exclusively occu- 
pied with syphilitic or pseudo-syphilitic 
affections, and the remaining tithe is taken 
up with en account of leucorrhaa, abscesses, 
and fistule, and inflammation of the blad- 
der, a topic rather oddly introduced into 
classification dependent on the exclusive 
attributes of sexuality. We looked in vain 
for some gccount of mammary, uterine, or 
ovarian diseases, in the female ; or of scir- 
rhus, fungus, or sarcoma of the testes or 
spermatic chord, or hydrocele, varicocele, 
&e., in the male. Perhaps none of these 
are sexual affections, At least Mr. Thorn’s 
silence concerning them in a work expressly 
declared to be devoted to the subject seems 
to favour that opinion. 

So much for the faults of omission. As 
for the contents themselves, their quality 
may readily be described. Nota glimpse 
of originality, searcely one idea peculiar to 
the author, can we perceive in his treatise. 
All is repetition and imperfect plagiary—the 
fittest term which can perhaps be applied to 
the superfluous reiteration of the observa- 
tions of standard authorities, which the 
author invests io his own phraseology and 
presents to the public in a new shape and 
form. 

We pen this censure most unwillingly, 
and we trust the author will receive it asa 
friendly lesson. We perceive that Mr, Thom 
has snother volume in the press on “ The 
Morbid and Natural Affections of Women.” 
Let him bear our suggestions in mind ; it 
will afford us pleasure to encourage such of 
his future literary exertions as may be at- 
tended with real advantage to the profes- 
sion, but, while giving him this assurance, 
he must remember that we shall be less 
lenient in our punishment should he be con- 
victed of a second offence like that for which 








he this day receives a mitigated sentence. 
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voided very frequently, with intense pain 
and straining ; his health, notwith- 
standing, had not declined ; but this gen- 
tleman was advanced in years; bis blad- 
der contained several calculi, the prostate 
was enormously enlarged, both the bladder 
and urethra were irritable in the extreme, 
and attacks of fever were frequent ; these 
symptoms, though not forbidding the re- 
source of lithotrity, rendered the result of 
its application doubtful, and the rather, as 
upon former occasions of his being sounded, 
this operation produced exquisite pain, and 
had been followed by fever, and in two in- 
stances in Dublin, by the eruption of scor- 
butic blotches principally on the lower ex- 
tremities. 

It was, however, determined to give 
lithotrity a trial; the attempt took place on 
the 9th of October, 1827 ; the introduction 
of the lithotrite was difficult, on account of 
the anormal volume of the prostate. As 
soon as it had penetrated into the bladder, 
a small stone was seized and crushed. It 
was voided in the urine next day without 
pain. On the 13th it was impossible to in- 
troduce the lithotrite. On the 19th and 
26th two more sittings took place, which 
were productive of the best results. After 
this his fever, which had almost entirely 
left him, returned, The functions were 

i d, micturition became again painful 
and frequent, and the blotches reappeared 
on the er extremities. Rest and mild 
regimen were enjoined ; frictions, with tinc- 
ture of ~ aun and mild laxatives, were 
successively employed, and by these means 
health was soon restored. Three further 
sittings were held in the month of Novem- 
ber. A considerable quantity of ents, 
some of large size, were thus obtained. 
From this time the patient was able to walk 
out without inconvenience. A final sitting 
was held in January, 1828, at which seve- 
ral fragments were extracted. Subsequent 
exploration proved that the bladder con- 
tained none of the extraneous bodies. The 
treatment of this case was tedious ; it might 
have been considerably shortened. But pru- 
dence pointed out the necessity of allowing 
a long interval between each sitting, in 
order to spare the constitution of au aged 
man much weakened by long suffering. 


Case 9.—Lithotrity on a Female—Thick- 
ening of the Bladder—Incontinence of 
Urine—Extreme Marasmus. 

Hannah Stewardson, aged 19, was admitted 

into Bartholomew's Hospital during last 

summer. On visiting that hospital on the 





ist of August, I was introduced to Mr. 
Lloyd, who spoke to me of a patient then 
under his cafe, he considered in an 
unfavourable state for lithotomy, and at the 
same moment to me to see her. 
The patient lay in bed, to which she had 
been confined since her entrance into the 
hospital, Her calculous affection dated from 
her infancy, and from her tenderest age she 
had been afflicted with incontinence of 
urine; she was pale, emaciated, and stunt- 
ed, not appearing to be more developed 
than a girl of fourteen or fifteen. She was, 
in fact, a mere skeleton, her sufferings hav- 
ing been for a long time before quite excra- 
ciating. After 1 had examined her, Mr. 
Lloyd desired to know whether I thought 
her fit for my method, I answered that she 
was not, and to alleviate her symp- 
toms by suitable treatment. But soothing 
means, I was informed, had been employed, 
without producing any amendment; I had 
with me a large-sized lithotrite with strong 
branches, which I had been showing to Mr. 
Earle. It was proposed at least to intro- 
duce it, in order to ascertain whether the 
calculus could be grasped by it. ‘The pa- 
tient, who was of a very froward stubborn 
disposition, not knowing what sort of ope- 
ration was about to be performed on her, 
and imagining that I was going to cut ber, 
gave all the resistance in her power to the 
introduction of the instrument. Owing to the 
long persistance of the incontinence of urine, 
it would have been useless to attempt in- 
jecting the bladder; this step of the opera- 
tion was therefore omitted ; the lithotrite 
having been introduced, a large stone was 
instantly laid hold of, which, when half 
bored heongh, was crushed. The instru- 
ment was then withdrawn, the operation 
having lasted scarcely more than one minute. 
Mr. Lloyd, now supposing that the stone 
was entirely broken up, introduced Mr. 
Earle’s dilator, with a view to remove the 
fragments with a forceps. After he had 
succeeded in ing his finger into the 
bladder, he found a considerable number of 
fragments beneath the neck, together with 
a large stone, lying a little to the left. 
During the six succeeding days she con- 
tinued to pass the fragments, and the tone 
of the bladder had been so much improved 
by the operation, that she now, to ber as- 
tonishment and satisfaction, began to be 
able to retain the urine. This change in 
the mode of vitality of the bladder, effected 
by the mechanical irritation of the instru- 
ments, is a point of great interest, aod 
merits more ample development than can 
be given to it in this paper, inasmuch as it 
furnishes a useful hint for the improvement 
of the treatment of other diseases of this 
organ. This sitting took place on the pa- 
tient’s bed, im the presence of Mr. Lloyd, 
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Mr. Earle, Mr. Skey, and a vast concourse 
of the hospital pupi 

On the seventh day from the first sitting 
asecond took place. On this occasion the 
peneee to having the operation per- 
ormed in the presence of so many pupils ; 
this was intimated to those gentlemen by 
Mr. Lawrence, and she was accordingly re- 
moved from her bed to the sister’s room. 
With the quantity of urine which the blad- 
der was now able to retain, and without 
previously injecting this viscus, a lithotrite 
of large size wasintroduced. A stone was 
seized measuring aninch in diameter. It was 


bored partly through, and being soft it was 
crushed to fragments 








ments with ease by the pres- 
sure of the branches and perforator. Some 
of the fragments were now successively seiz- 
ed and crushed. The lithotrite was now with- 
drawn loaded with moist debritus, and the pa- 
tient was ordered a hip-bath from this day 
forward ; she retained her urine perfectly, and 
voided such a quantity of fragments in the 
course of eight or ten days as filled two small 
pill-boxes ; on the sixth day after, she was 
entirely free from pain; ber appetite and 
freshness of colour returned ; her nights 
were good, and she no longer wetted the 
bed. Four days after, she refused to sub- 
mit to a third sitting, although she bad felt 
some pain the day before. A fragment, she 
said, was coming forward, and her refusal 
arose from her expectation that it would 
be soon expelled. In this she was not de- 
ceived, foron the same evening she passed 
alarge fragment. She continued after this 
to improve rapidly, and left the hospital 
without consenting to submit to an explora- 
tion of the bladder, A strong feeling of 
interest was attached to this case from the 
circumstance of its being the first applica- 
tion of lithotrity in the public hospitals of 
England. This operation was performed in 
the nce of Mr, Lawrence, Dr. Grayson 
of New York, Dr. Rawes, Mr. Farrish, &c. 


Case 10.—Several Calculi in the Bladder 
—Fungous Growth at its Neck—Irrita- 
bility of this Viscus— Enlarged Prostate 
—Catarrh of the Bladder. 

Mr, W. Bowdery, bookseller, 190, Oxford 

Street, aged 57, of highly nervous tempera- 

ment, was recommended to me by Dr. 

Clarke, Mr. Mayo, and Mr. Hall of Dart- 

ford. This gentleman hesitated a good deal 

in making up his mind to give lithotrity a 

trial; nor could he come to any resolution 

until after he had seen me operate on Mr. 

Stone. The little suffering manifested on 

this occasion by Mr. Stone, determined Mr, 

Bowdery at once,*and he placed himself 

under my care. I prescribed a preparatory 


treatment by which the sensibility of the 
urethra was so blunted in thé space of a few 
deys, that on the first sitting the lithotrite | 


glided down to the prostate without causing 
the least pain, and notwithstanding the tu- 
mefaction of this body, it was passed into 
the bladder without much difficulty ; owing 
to the irritability of the bladder, more than 
four ounces of tepid water could not be in- 
jected. On penetrating into the bladder, a 
calculus was felt, and instantly seized; its 
diameter was ten lines; the drill was work- 
ed through it without the bow. The per- 
foration being made, the stone yielded to 
the increased pressure of the branches. One 
of the ee thus produced was now 
seized, and an effort was made to withdraw 
it whole in the instrument, but this could 
not be effected on account of its size, it was 
therefore crushed. This sitting was termi- 
nated in three minutes. Mr. Bowderey had 
before this consulted another surgeon, who, 
having sounded him, thought the stone was 
sufficiently small to be extracted by means 
of Sir Astley Cooper’s forceps, but Mr. B. 
would not submit to the attempt. It is 
evident, notwithstanding the distensibility 
of the neck of the bladder, that this method 
of extracting stone would not have been at- 
tended with a successful result in this case, 
since a fragment of the calculus could not be 
extracted whole in the lithotrite ; moreover, 
the state of the prostate contra-indicated the 
attempt. 

There was neither rigor nor fever in the 
night, and small fragments, with fine pow- 
der, had been voided duringthe day. This 
operation was begun on the 6th of October, 
and was to be continued on the 14th, but a 
large fragment having been passed with 
pain on the night of the 13th, it was thought 
proper to adjourn the second sitting till the 
17th, on which day it took place ; the blad- 
der received more water by injection ; the 
lithotrite penetrated easily to the prostate, 
through which gland it was necessary to 
pass with caution. Three fragments were 
successively seized and crushed. The pa- 
tient beginning to suffer, no further search 
was made, and the instrument was with- 
drawn at the end of three minutes. The 
work of this sitting was mere crushing ; the 
noise occasioned by the crushing of the 
fragments seemed greatly to surprise the 
gentlemen present, who were numerous, 
On this and the following day these frag- 
ments were voided, and Mr. B. felt so much 
relieved that he was able to retain his urine 
for five hours together. He was the more 
pleased at this circumstance, as he had had 
no such power of retention for the last six or 
seven years, to which period he referred the 
descent of a calculus from the kidney. Dur- 
ing this long lapse of time, some small, 
lentil-shaped, reddish calculi were voided 
with the urine. Ephemeral attacks of fever 
were frequent; the urine was voided at 








short intervals with painful strainings ; this 











was a great inconvenience when at a 

or theatre, as he never could sit out the 
evening. But the main source of his distress 
was in the region of the loins; the pains 
here were sometimes intense, and joined 


to the fact of his voiding at these attacks |i 


amall calcali, made him often suspect he 
was afflicted with stone in the bladder. 
When this saspicion would dwell too pain- 
fully in his mind, he consoled himself by 
laying his sufferings to the charge of rheu- 
matism, which affords a ready solution of 
all anomalous symptoms. These pains al- 
ternated with similar pains in the buttocks, 
down the backs of the thighs and legs, and 
in the soles of the feet; but still it was 
rheumatism, and of so severe a character as 
to embitter his existence. During his treat- 
ment, he has often assured me, that one 
minute of these pains in the lower extre- 
mities far exceeded any-thing the presence 
of my instrument had ever produced in his 
bladder. Of these symptoms Mr. B. felt an 
entire remission after the second sitting ; 
his enthusiasm at this result could not be 
restrained, and he began to enjoy a walk in 
the park; on one of these occasions he 
caught a cold, which brought back his for- 
mer symptoms. The third sitting took place 
on the 27th ; the prostate gave less resist- 
ance, and a small stone, balf an inch in 
di , was i y seized and broken. 
Search was then made, and I discovered on 
my right hand a soft body, which appeared 
to mask other calculi. I made several at- 
tempts to seize the latter, but without suc- 
cess; the instrument was withdrawn. It 
was in this difficulty that the recollection of 
what I had seen M. Civiale do under similar 
circumstances was useful, I was aware of 
the rule, but I was anxious to relieve myself 
from the necessity of following it, and the 
rather as in.my _ position it was 
necessary to shield myself from the oppro- 
brium of an unfortunate case, Up to this 
period all had gone on well, but shall I be 
equally fortunate, I painfully asked mysel/, if 
I endeavour to pluck away this fungus? 
Atthis time, having occasion to goto France, 
I had time to reflect on the course it would 
be proper to pursue, I determined to con- 
tinue the operation if possible, leaving this ad- 
ventitious body untouched. In consequence 
of this determination, three or four attempts 
were made during the months of November 
aod December; but the calculi masked by 
the fungus could neither be seized nor even 
dislodged, whilst the fungus itself was con- 
stantly placing itself between the branches 
of the lithotrite: I was therefore obliged 
either to abandon the patient to his fate, or 
to attempt its extirpation. I determined on 
the latter course. I knew by the numbers 
of times I had seized it previously, that it 
was pediculated, as it allowed me, when the 
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branches were closed on it, to revolve the 
lithotrite more than a quarter of acircle. The 
extirpation of this was effected in the 
following manner:—The bladder having 
been previously injected, the lithotrite was 
jagrodeced ; there was no difficulty of seiz- 
ing the fungus, It being now firmly grasp- 
ed by the branches, I resolved to proceed 
cautiously, and with as little violence as 
possible. I hegan by twining it slowly on its 
stalk, now to the right and pow to the left, 
asking the patient at the same time if he 
suffered mech ; I kept repeating this ques- 
tion, and Mr, B. continued to answer me 
that he did not, until the attachment of the 
fungus to the bladder gave way. I now 
proceeded to extract it. Its age through 
the prostate was slow, painful, and difficult ; 
and when it was extracted, the branches 
were so deeply buried in its sides, as to be 
searcely visible; this was effected on the 
24th of December. It is worthy to be re- 
marked, that previously to the destraction 
of the first calculus, the stream of urine was 
full; but no sooner was it broken and ex- 
pelled, than the stream was diminished to 
half its yolume. It resumed its natural 
size, after the extraction of the fungus. The 
loss of blood resulting from this operation 
did not amount to four ounces; the follow- 
ing night was tranquil. The next day being 
Christmas day, Mr. B. got up and break- 
fasted with bis family, About an hour after, 
I was sent for ; I found him labouring under 
a smart attack of rigor; 1 made him return 
to bed, and prescribed an antimonial draught, 
with aqua. acet. ammoniz and camphor; 
these symptoms soon subsided, but the 
bladder remained a long time irritable, with 
a great quantity of muco-purulent deposit 
in the urine, indicating an intense degree 
of catarrh in this viscus. Much benefit 
was derived from the application of fifteen 
leeches to the perineum, and the exhibition 
of anodyne lavements. Under this treat- 
ment the catarrh and irritability of the 
bladder were much diminished, and the sit- 
tings were resumed on the 13th of January. 
On that day a stone was seized and attacked, 
but the operation was not continued, on ac- 
count of the great irritability of the bladder ; 
the water of injection was forcibly expelled. 
Although this sitting did not last more than 
two mioutes, I had time to ascertain, 28 
soon as I had seized a stone, that the blad- 
der contained others. This is done by using 
the lithotrite thus charged with a calculus, 
as an exploring sound. Jf in this exami- 
nation the shock of a calculus is felt, it is 
obvious that it must arise from collision 
with the stone already held in the instru- 
ment. The night was good, and in a few 
days the pains which he had so keenly felt 
in his loins, bladder, and lower extremities, 
were entirely dissipated: On the ¢nd snd 
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25rd of F two other sittings took 
place; they offered nothing worthy of re- 
mark, except that the debritus resulting 
from them was very abundant, The night 
of the 23rd was the best he had hed fora 
long time. Fhe ist, 8th, and 28th of March, 
three more sittings were held. The results 
ofeach of these were g from the 
quantity of stone voided. At the last sit- 
ting fragments and small calculi were seized 
and crushed as many as seven times; ulti- 
mate exploration proved him to be free 
from his complaint. 

This case presented a very serious com- 
plication, and I regret much that the limits 
of this peper oblige me to suppress some 
observations on the nature of fungous 
growths in the bladder. I shall continue my 
inquiry on this subject, conjointly with M. 
Civiale, and communicate the results on 
some future occasion. The above-men- 
tioned reason precludes also a few reflec- 
tions which I had intended to submit to the 
Royal Society, on the influence which the 
pressure of the lithotrite exercises in dimi- 
nishing enlargements of the tate ; this 
result, though frequent, is unfortunately by 
no means uniform, and, consequently, the 
cases of calculus that present themselves, 
accompanied with this complication, require 
nice discrimination ere they be admitted as 
proper subjects for the application of lithot- 
rity. I will merely add, that the resolu- 
tion of those enlargements of the prostate, 
under the poantge of Jarge instraments, 
like that of other animal enlargements of 
tissues, is much favoured by previous Jocal 
bleeding. 

The treatment of this case was protracted ; 
it igtrue it might have been very consider- 
ably shortened, but the patient lived in 
town, and near me. For his ivterest, as 
well as in that of the curative method which 
I am endeavouring to render popular in my 
own country, I felt bound not to be precipi- 
tate, lest 1 should have exposed myself to 
a chance of failure. 

The gentlemen who were present at this 
“—— are, Drs. Thompson, Lemann, 

arland, of Manchester, Sir Augustus 
West, Physician to his Majest 
King ef Portugal, Dr. Clanny, Physician to 
his Royal Highness the Duke of Sussex, Dr. 
Ryan, Messrs. North, Powell, Mills, Quin, 
and Bowdery junior. 

May 27th, 1830, 


the late 





TORSION OF ARTERIES, 

Dr; Fouresde has described in a letter 
recently inserted in the Lancette Francaise, 
two cases of amputation of the thigh, in 
which the femoral arteries, and others of a 
smaller size, were subjected to the torsion 


with complete success, fot the slightest 
hemorrhage having supervened. $ 


ON BURNS. 5a? 


ON THE 
NATURE AND TREATMENT 


or 
BURNS AND SCALDS. 


By Joux Tuomas, Esq., Surg., Hackney. 


Concluded from p. 559. 


Tue diet must be simple, and consist prin- 
cipally of fluids. Should febrile excite- 
ment run high, and symptoms of inflamma- 
tion of the brain, trachea, or of other im- 
portant organs, manifest themselves, reliance 
must chiefly be placed on the free abstraction 
of blood, If the brain be inflamed, the 
means ordinarily recommended in the treat- 
ment of pbrenitis must be employed. Re- 
course, however, in this affection, should 
not be had to blisters, sufficient skin being 
already injyred without irritating it further, 
If the trachea be inflamed, it also must be 
treated on common principles, and so of any 
other inflammations that might supervene, 
Should the patient go on without any acci- 
dents of this kind after reaction is establish- 
ed, and the suppuration be free and copious, 
the system may be supported by a generous, 
though not a stimulating or full diet, The 
constitutional symptoms must be carefully 
marked from time to time, and the prac- 
titioner must direct his measures according 
as they become developed in a favourable 
or unfavourable manner, for it is upon his 
judgment that the recovery often depends, 

The idiosyacrasy of some persons is so 
peculiar, that even the application of a blis- 
ter will cause high excitement. I knew 
an iodiyjdual go irritated by one that it pro- 
duced temporary insanity. If then a blister 
produced this, how much more likely is an 
extensive cutaneous injury, such as a burn 
or scald, to excite cerebral disturbance in a 
higher degree and of longer continuance ! 
This condition of brain comes very near to 
that in delirium tremens, a condition in 
which there is much risk, nay, great dan- 
ger, in the free abstraction of blood from 
the system, Bleeding from the head by 
leeches is useful, and indeed in the early 
stage indispensable. The indication is, to 
calm the irritability, to support the nervous 
system, and to procure sleep. This may 
generally be effected by brandy and opium ; 
and as the secretions are generally vitiated, 
where the nervous system is much disor- 
dered, the exhibition of aperient medicines 
will be necessary. Ifasound sleep can be 
procured, the patient will generally awake 
considerably refreshed and quite calm, This 
is an opportunity which must not be lost, as 
it might prove fatal; food, therefore, must 
be given, and if the patient has been accus- 
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tomed to wine or ardent spirit, the stimulus 

in diminished quantity must be continued. 

The necessity of attending to the constitu- 

tion (which I call the primary treatment, 

the local being secondary in importance) is 

very well illustrated by the following case. 
case @, 

Eliza James, aged 18, a girl of strong, 
robust habit, was admitted into the Middle- 
sex Hospital, January 31, 1825, in con- 
sequence of a burn. ‘The greater part of 
the skin was red and vesicated, and the 
temperature much increased, accompanied 
by great pain of the injured parts. Linen, 
dipped in a lotion of the acetated solution 
of lead and spirits of wine, was ordered to 
be applied. 

Feb. 1. Pulse more quickened than pre- 
viously, and the bowels costive, Pulv, 
jalap. comp. gy. xv were prescribed. 

2. The powder had not operated; the 
pulse was 100, and there was considerable 
febrile action. A mixture of salts and ace- 
tate of ammonia, with tartarised antimony, 
every four hours. Some parts began to 
slough, to which poultices were applied, 
and the lotion was continued to others. 

During the night of the 3rd, the patient 
was restless and occasionally delirious, and 
constantly complained of severe headach. 
In the morning, however, her replies were 
rational ; pulse 130, and hard ; bowels open- 
ed by the salts; tongue furred and dry; 
constant nausea and” frequent vomiting 
much distressed her. Effervescing draughts, 
with 1x of laudanum in each, every six 
hours, 

4. Pain in the head much increased ; 
leeches were applied to the temples. ‘This 
morning the pulse is 120, and full, Pain 
in the head diminished. No alteration 
made. 

5. Pulse 110, and wiry; skin hot and 
red, with great restlessness and delirium ; 
respiration hurried ; tongue furred, brown, 
and dry, with a great accumulation of 
sordes oa the teeth and gums, ‘The head 
was shaved and cold lotion applied to it; 
the body frequently sponged with tepid 
water, and twelve leeches to the temples ; 
antimony and calomel every four hours, and 
the effereescing draught, with the omission 
of the laudanum. 

6, She was bled last night to twelve 
ounces, in consequence of increased fulness 
of pulse and delirium ; two grains of opium 
were alterwards given. She has passed a more 
quiet night ; pain in the head diminished ; 


pulse 100; bowels costive; tongue furred 
and dry; skin hot; answers questions ra- 
tionally. A purgative enema was ordered ; 
powder and mixture continued, and at bed- 
time an opiated antimonial. 

7. No particular alteration, The opiate 


taken this evening. : 

8. The patient has decidedly improved ; 
mx of laudanum were again added to the 
draught, and the powders discontinued ; at 


bed-time calomel and antimony, 
9. Still improving; the laudanum reduced 
to my; the hs have separated. Up to 


this time the parts were dressed with poul- 
tices, and linen dipped in cold lotions, For 
the future the wounds are to be dressed on 
the common principle laid down for the 
treatment of ulcers, 

11. A more liberal diet ordered, with 
broth. From this period she has gradually 
improved, and the parts have nearly healed. 





It cannot be said that in this case the 
burn was cured by poultices and cold lo- 
tions, There is no anticombustive virtue in 
cataplasms, or healing property in cold lo- 
tions ; the former is an excellent means for 
applying moist warmth, and the latter for 
reducing the temperature ; but other mea- 
sures than these must be sought for as the 
curatives of the injury. The healing of the 
wounds, | suspect, must be ascribed to the 
vis medicatriz, assisted by the prophylactic 
effects of the primary treatment. no 
it will be seen that much depends upon the 
judgment and observation of the surgeon, 
and that no rule, or set of rules, can suppl 
the deficiency. Sosimple, and yet so suf- 
ficient, is the practice in these cases, that if 
the practitioner have but a common under- 
standing, aud is educated in right princi- 
ples, he cannot fail to manage the constitu- 
tional or primary treatment of burns and 
scalds in a judicious manner. For this rea- 
son, therefore, | shall conclude my remarks 
on this part of my subject, and proceed to 
the secondary, orton means to be adopted, 

Perhaps there is no part of practice upon 
which surgeons differ so much as that of the 
local treatment of burns and scalds. By 
nearly all it has been made very complex— 
by few or none, simple. Opinion on opinion 
has been advanced, rule upon rule has been 
laid down, and principle on principle has 
been demonstrated—all have Se. thought 
infallible, but each and every of them has 
been controverted and proved fallacious. 
But, as according to the proverb, ‘‘ Where 
much dirt is thrown some will stick,” so 
amidst the rubbish of theorists, here and 
there something good may be found; an 
opinicn hypothetically and casually stated 
is oftentimes of more value than the whole 
body of their lucubrations put together. 

The suggestion to which I allude has 
been seendy mentioned, when speaking of 
the plans of Baron Larrey and Dr. Kentish. 
The Baron advises, that “ the nervous pa- 
pille should be preserved fram coming into 








contact with the stmospheric air, which di- 
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minishes.the pain and prevents irritation ;” 
and the recommends, for the same 
reason, that “ the injured surface should be 
left uncovered as little as possible.” These 
two hints, therefore, I consider as of great 
importance in the trestment of burns and 
scalds, because two very great points are 

i diminution, namely, of pain, 
and the prevention of irritation. 

ym dary treatment of re ~ 

’ are i to 

scalds — principally 

1. To exclude, as completely as possible, 
the atmospheric air from the wounded sur- 


faces ; 
2. To keep the pus in apposition with the 


urn ; 

3. To prevent the evaporation of the thin- 
ner parts ; 

4. To prevent as much as possible accre- 
tions and deformities. 

The chief consideration, therefore, in the 
local treatment, is to exclude the air. It is 
of little consequence whether the part be 
tubescent, vesicated, or excoriated, the 
Le og remains the same, and is still ap- 
plicable. Some surgeons inquire, ‘‘ In those 
milder burns, where the insensible cuticle 
is for the most part uobroken, how are 
we to imagine that the external air could 
prove so hurtful, even were it possessed of 
those noxious irritating qualities which the 
imaginations of surgical writers, rather than 
nature, have conferred upon it?” In an- 
swer to this, I reply by another question. 
Admitting that the cuticle is unbroken, ad- 
mitting that the air has no noxious 

ties, can the fact be denied, that when 
the air is excluded from inflamed surfaces, 
= is diminished and irritation prevented ? 
have had patients in whom irritation has 
come on to such a degree, as to be almost 
insupportable, after the application of a 
blister, they have ed of me to do 
something, or they d tear themselves 
to pieces. Acting upon the view of the 
case I have already taken, I have complete- 
ly excluded the air, and almost immediate 
relief has followed. Again, in erysipela- 
tous inflammation, cutaneous ve in- 
variabl Y subsides ing the same 
we ypotheses ph be disputed, but 
ts cannot be controverted. I hold it, 
therefore, to be a primary consideration in 
the secondary treatment of burns and scalds, 
to exclude the atmospheric air as 
as possible. In doing this, the second and 
third indications may be fulfilled at the 
same time. It remains for us, therefore, to 
——— a are the best adapt- 
for this purpose. To accomplish this 
desirable object, articles of various descrip- 
tions have been suggested; saffron oint- 
ment, viscid substances, calaminaris, 
¢. opio, finely-carded cotton, chalk finely 
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levigated, flour, &¢., have each been said to 
be preferable to the other as aérial exclu- 
sives, The surgeon’s choice, however, 
ought to be determined, not so much by 
their relative medicinal properties, as by 
the following considerations. 

In selecting our remedy, two things are 
principally to be attended to, first, Which of 
the substances enumerated can be obtained 
with the greatest facility. And, secondly, 
Whick is the most convenient in its applica- 
tion? Cotton has been strongly recom- 
mended by an American physician ; it is 
certainly a very good application, and easily 
applied, and perhaps has this advantage, 
that it keeps the bland in apposition 
with the burn. I know of no objection to 
its use, and were it as readily obtained as 
any other agent, I should invariably prefer 
it. But this is not the case; it becomes us, 
therefore, to ix our attention upon some- 
thing else, as an application easily attain- 
able at all times. There is, perhaps, no 
family in which accidents of this kind oc- 
cur, except they be abjectly poor, that can- 
not furnish us with a remedy for burns 
and scalds. The article to which I allude, 
is the common one of diet—four, a very 
mild, soft, and unirritating substance. Flour, 
as a dressing, is quite competent to effect 
the two first indications, namely, to exclude 
the air, and to keep the pus in apposition 
with the sores. Its application is very easy, 
by means of a flour-dredger. Where, how- 
ever, the anterior and posterior surfaces of 
the body are implicated, it cannot be con- 
veniently applied by the dredger alone; a 
quantity, therefore, may be strewed upon 
some linen, and the part applied to it, which 
will answer the purpose almost as well, the 
— being to coat the surface with the 

our. 

Flour, or finely-carded cotton, therefore, 
are the substances I would recommend as a 
dressing for the wounds; these, however, 
do - —_ the third ee satisfac- 
torily ; it is necessary, therefore, that some 
additional dressing should be used. The 
best and simplest for this purpose is a plas- 
ter made of spermaceti cerate, spread on 
lint, This plaster, after the parts are well 
dredged with flour, must be superim 
over the whole, which will as effectually as 
possible exclude the air, keep the pus in 
apposition with the burn or scald, and pre- 
vent its thinner part from evaporating. 

The fourth thing to be attended. to, is to 
prevent accretions and deformity. Not- 
withstanding every attention, these will 
sometimes take place ; and it often occurs, 
that parts will not heal when under neces- 
sary constraint. It is our duty, however; 
to use every means to prevent them. If 
the hands and feet are the injured parts, 
the fingers and toes must be kept seperate ; 
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and if the burn be in the vicinity of the 
joints, they must be extended, and their 


and a straight than a crooked leg. ‘* The 
anchylosis which takes place arises partly 
from preternatural adhesions, partly from 
Jon; tion of the les and tendons, 
aad party from the absorption of the gra- 
nulations after cicatrisation, and the sub- 
sequent contraction of the skin. The sim- 
ple division of such shortened portions of 
the integuments, is rarely succeeded y any 
permanent removal of the wryness, defor- 
mity, or immobility of parts; and after the 





wound has healed, things generally fall into) } 


the old state again. Here the practice sug- 
gested by Mr. Earle in the Medico-Chirur- 
gical , to cut away the cica- 
goiker ia’ s longitntioal ina, snd seiataia 
ria a itudinal line, maintain 
the observance of » better position for a 
certain time, by means of ts aud other 
mechanical sids, has sémetimes materially 
and permanently lessened the deformity.” 

If the injured part be a limb, a very es- 
sential point to be observed is, the position 
in which it is placed. Position of the body, 
or of a part, is of great importance with re- 
spect both to the production and treatment 
of disease, This principle will be better 
illustrated, if we refer to the principles of 
the schoo! of Bichat ; and if we believe that 
physical qualities are also much concerned 
in the production of phenomena which take 
place in the system. If there are cases in 
which the action of these physical proper- 
ties ought to be taken into consideration, it 
is certainly in those diseases termed surgical. 
In the case of paronychia, if the hand be the 
most depending part, all the symptoms, even 
to the inflammatory phenomena, pain, red- 
ness, &c., will become sugmented. Raise 
the arm so, that the diseased finger shall be 
the most elevated pert, and all the inflam- 
matory symptoms will become diminished. 
Position, therefore, must not be disregarded 
in the treatment of burns and scalds, for 
what is true of the less, is also true of the 
greater lesion. 

Called then to a ease of burn or scald, I 
should consider, first, the effect on the con- 
stitution. If the nervous energy were de- 
pressed, a dose of brandy ammonia 
sheuld be administered, and repeated et 
proper intervuls, until reaction were 
about; if, on the other hand, there were 
constitutional disturbance, brandy and opium 
would be indicated. ‘I'he local injury would 
next demand attention. Having cleared the 
parts as tenderly as possible from extrané+ 
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or toes 
were burned or scalded, I out strips 
of simple cerate plaster; and, with much 
delicacy of touch and tenderness, entwine 
them round, and insinuate pieces between 
the digital bases also; over the plane sur- 
faces corresponding pieces of plaster should 
be laid. It being a very important thing to 
prevent articular contractions, our attention 
should be particularly directed to this point. 
When the dressed fore, the 


other soft material, must be interposed, 


tive suriaces, and afford the t com- 
tive comfort. Broad linen fillets must 
passed round the whole, and tied, so that 
the knot comes against the edge of the un- 
yielding splint, otherwise it will be a cause 
of much irritation and annoyance to the pa- 
tient, by pressing upon some tender part. 
very important thing to prevent is the 
obliteration of the nostrils, which may be 
effected by inserting pledgets of lint smeared 
with cerate. The eyelids must be 
from time to time, by passing a probe be- 
tween them from one angle to the other. 
Thus having leted the dressing, the 
patient should be laid in his bed, and made 
as comfortable as circumstances will permit. 
The extremities must lie on inclined planes, 
so that the return of the blood to the heart 
may be facilitated ; they must not be placed 
too high, because the dressings become 
weighty, and by the ing sensation 
M@etress the patient exceedingly. Cleanli- 
ness and quietude must especially be at- 
tended to, for nothing is so calculated to 
assuage nervous, irritable, impressions a8 
comfort and repose. Daily and gentle evacu- 
ations should be obtained, and the plan al- 
ready advised, when treating of the primary 
treatment, be adopted. 
With to the renewal of the dress- 


ings, thet “ mast be regulated by the quaa- 
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tity and quélity of the diechoren wy. the 
climate en: 


situation of the inj 
season of the year, by 
newal of the dressio 


the feelings, 


»b 


plaster sh 


sible should be ex 
If the surgeon n 
will soon admonish him of his error by com- 
plaining of great pain, and beseeching him 
to ** cover the wounds with flour as speedily 
as possible, for the air smarts them.” A 
strip or piece of plaster only should be re- 
moved at 4 time; then, after dredging the 
part again, another slip should be applied, 
aod so on, until the whole is remov 
The following cases are useful, as ex- 
pre er Sar excellence of this simple, 
though ive plan of treating burns and 
scalds. ‘he first isa case of my own, and 
the second is one which I have extracted 
from Tae Lancer of October 17, 1829. 


_ case 3. 

J. H., aged 3%, enjoying previous good 
health, came vader my care, in consequence 
o& a severe injury occasioned by the com- 
bustion of several thousand cubic feet of 
carburetted hydrogen. His face, hands, 
and left knee, were implicated ; the former 
were deeply burnt, the latter only super- 
ficially. e tunica conjunctiva, where re- 
flected over the white of the eye, was vesi- 
cated; the transparent cornea, however, 
was not at all burt, and the nervous system 
appears not to have sustained at the time 
any serious shock. I did not see him during 
the first twenty-four hours. A medical man 
in the neighbourhood was attracted by the 
noise of the explosive mixtures, which now 
and then burst the immense gasometer. 
He made inquiry of the patient’s friends, 
much to the amusement of the by-standers, 
if “ his bowels were open;”’ and 4s a local 
remedy, counselled his removal ‘‘ to St. 
Bartholomew’s on a shutter.” 

June 18, 1829, 1 visited him with another 
surgeon. As it was likely to prove an in- 
teresting case, and one in which the old and 
new system of treating burns might be tried, 
itwas agreed that,as he was a disciple of 
the ancient method, my friend should adopt 
the routine practice, and I that already de- 
seribed, He therefore took the right hand 
and face under his care, aud I the left hand 
under mine. 

J.H. has passed a ig ge 

ing seems ui © constitu- 
tena) distohanen "te the bowels be 
opened. The right hand to be dressed. with 


at once to the air. 


ets which the re- 
seems to produce, and 
bp Sein, aE ameter ge sae, 
the patient.” In i e burn or 
seald, Dr. Kentish’s recommendation should 
be particularly observed ; the whole of the 
not be removed at once, on 
the principle, that as small a surface as pos- 


t this rule, the patient 
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flour; both to be laid on boards, tow being 
interposed, and the extremities raised so 
as to facilitate the return of the blood ad 
cordem. The face to be kept constantly 
wet with cold lotion, 

19. The dressing gives exquisite pain; 
the left band suppurates freely, and is doing 
well. (So much does my friend my 
treatment, and so much difficulty has he 
“ in dissecting off” bis plaster of yellow 
basilicon, become firmly adhesive, that he 
resolves to abandon “‘ | 'ancienne methode,” 
and to adopt the mild unirritating one of 
dredging. of 
Symptoms of constitutional disturbance 
begin to manifest themselves. ‘Ihe patient 
is troubled by heat and thirst; pulse 100 ; 
tongue fesed, but not dry, and rather rest« 
less. He says his hands feel as though so 
many crabs were attached to them. Let 
o treatment be a Retiabinediae 

owels be opened, effervescin te 
be exhibited « every three hours, ’ 
20. He has passed a tolerable night. The 
bowels have been freely opened, aud the 
patient thinks himself, and is certainly, not 
worse. The purulent secretion from the 
hands is very copious and rather offensive ; 
the wounds continue to look healthy. Let 
them be dressed.es usual ; the draughts to 
be continued. 
21. Slept. pretty well during the night. 
Thirst and heat of skin somewhat increased, 
and the pulse accelerated. Let the medi- 
cines be continued. The face to be dressed 
as the hands; these are going on well. 
22. Bowels costive; let him take pulv. 
jal. c. cal. gr. x. No material alteration in 
other respects; let the dressings and 
draughts be continued. 
23, Last night the patient was exceed- 
ingly restless, and the subject of much fe- 
brile excitement; the secretions of the 
mouth are diminished, and the tongue uni- 
formly red and dry; pulse 110; wounds 
healthy. Bowels not yet relieved; let the 
powder be repeated, Continue the draughts. 
At four o'clock somewhat better. 
24. A very bad night. He complains 
now of pain in the head. While dressing 
the parts, the patient made a sudden spring 
from the bed, and became utterly unmanage- 
able, except by the united efforts of four 
men, We succeeded in finishing the dress- 
ing while yet struggling, and by persuasion 
gothim into bed. He had not lain there 
five minutes, when with one bound he 
leaped furiously upon the floor, and knock- 
ing bis hands most violently against the: 
bedstead, succeeded in freeing himself from 
“ those crabs” (the splints), expressing, at 
the same time, his determination to fly from 
his “ roffianly and execrable tormentors.’’ 
Thia, frenzy continued till two o'clock the 





Wguentum resine flave, and the left with 


next day. 








Let blood be drawn to 3xx, and ifthe de- 
lirium and febrile excitement do not abate 
in some degree, let the venesection be re- 
peated to $x more; and let gr. ij of opium, 
and gr. iij of calomel, be given after the 
first bleeding, and repeated every six hours; 

ice to the abraded scalp; and to 
pau him doing himself mischief, let him 


secured. 
25. A very turbulent night. The first 
bleeding mes no sensible i i 
o’clock till four his delirium gradual! 
sided, till he sunk into iusensibility. His 
glaesy lack-lustre eye was fixed with vacant 
e on space, and indifferent to surround- 
ing objects, he lay without any other sign 
of life than respiration, supine upon his bed. 

It was evident that depletion had been 
carried sufficiently far. It was resolved, 
therefore, first, to exhibit stimuli ; secondly, 
when reaction was brought on to evacuate 
the bowels, as a not yet responded 
to our frequent ; and thirdly, to keep 
him under the influence of opium. These 
things were satisfactorily effected, and the 
hope of a happy issue from his calamity be- 
i in the breasts of his friends. 

26. It was upon the whole a better night 
than the last; ‘‘ the simple and compound 
motions,” to use his own expression, were 

involuntarily, His face improves, 

t his hands appear to be influenced by the 
want of power in the system. He is de- 
cidedly better ; let him continue to take of 
tincture of opium 38s every six hours, and 
the effervescing draughts, urgente situ. 

27. Constitutionally better; the granula- 
tions irritable ; and one of the col- 
lateral digital branches of the deep palmar 
arch gave way; pressure on the radial 
artery arrested the hemorrhage. Let the 
surfaces be dressed as usual. 

From this time he went on gradually 
mending, the healing of his hands keeping 
Ee — the improvement of his general 


July 21..Up to this time the wounds 
have been dressed as usual with the flour, &c. 

25. He went into the country, and 

August 10, returned to the duties of his 
situation. 

The following case, reported by Tue 
Lancer, was received into Guy’s Hospital, 
under Mr. Morgan’s care. 


Case 4, 

** William Lee, aged 34, admitted Sep- 
tember 7, in consequence of having received 
a severe scald on the evening previous, from 
soap-lees ; the‘left side of his face and the 
back of his left hand were considerably in- 
jured, On his admission he compluined of 
considerable pain in the parts affected, and 
in his head; there was likewise a large 
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vesicle on the back of his hand. The 
were ordered to be well covered with flour, 
and the bowels not being open, to take a 
dose of house-physic. 

‘8. Expresses himself considerably re- 
lieved ; immediately,after the application of 
the flour he was much more easy. The vesi- 
cle on the hand to be punctured, so as to 
allow the fluid to escape gradually. 

** 11, Wound on the hand and face begin- 
ing to suppurate; not much pain in the 
head ; ordered a dose of castor oil ; continue 
application of flour. 

** 14. Going on well ; he keeps the parts 
well covered with flour, from which he de- 
rives benefit; wounds healing. 

“17, Still improving; wound tobe dress- 
ed with simple cerate. Under this plan of 
treatment he recovered so far as to be able 
to leave the hospital on the 21st. 

“ Flour is now generally used in this hos- 
pital in cases of 3 and scalds, and its 
application is followed by the most decided 
benefit.” 

The subsequent case is one of very ex- 
tensive adhesions after a burn. I have 
translated it from La Lancette Francaise, 
and given it in this essay, to show how very 
horrible a condition the patient may be re- 
duced to if the greatest care is not taken to 
prevent the accretion of . The cast 
would be more interesting if its termination 
were known, as it would then be an indica- 
tion for the probably successful treatment 
of contractions after burns and scalds. 


case 5. 

In the ward of St. Louis, of the Hépital 
De La Pitié, is a child, aged eight years, 
enjoyin ect health, with the exception 
of the ra eee bro about to be described, 
The child was about four years old when the 
accident happened. The means employed 
for the treatment of the burn, and the pre- 
vention of adhesions, are not known, but 














simple inspection of the part would induce 
the belief that the cure was/left vag to 
nature, and that in a case where her efforts 
are constantly prejudicial. The loss of the 
left eye is the least grievous result of this 
negligence. The external surface of the in- 
ferior lip adheres to the integuments. which 
cover the sternal extremity of the clavicle 
and of the left second rib, Al! the skin of 
the chin and neck is converted into a large 
bridle, in the middle of which the moveable 
projection of the jaw may be felt. Along 
the median line of the lower lip is a gutter 
so deep that the saliva flows continually 
down it on the chest. Where the mucous 
membrane is immediately continuous with 
the integuments, these two membranes have 
preserved the appearances which are pro- 
per to them; nevertheless the contact of 
the saliva appears to have affected the 
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skin. The inferior alveolar arch projects 
outwards, and the two middle incisors, 
and two molar teeth on each side, only re- 
wain. ‘The incisors are white and solid, 
but they are directed obliquely forwards. 
The molars are black and loose, especially 
on the left side, These conditions of the 
teeth are the effect of continual exposure 
to the action of the air, and the absence of 
the lip, which, in the ordinary condition, 
sustains and protects them, 

The left nipple is drawn about an inch 
upwards from its usual position; the ribs 
sppear also to have yielded to the traction ; 
in this side of the thorax is more pro- 


jecting than the other. The bead is mode-) yc" 1a, » 


rately bent, and it cau perform all its mo- 
tions except extension, The shape is not 
deformed: the child can leap and run with 
facility ; but its speech is hardly intelligi- 
ble. One thing worthy of remark is, that a 
very imperfect mastication, and the almost 
continual loss of a secretion so precious as 
the saliva, have in no-wise altered its con- 
stitution. 

M. Lisfranc, it is said, founds in part the 
necessity of an operation on the dangers to 
which the patient would be exposed by the 
lengthening of the cervical column. It is 

that it has certain dimensions to ac- 
qoire, and that the cicatrix of a burn is the 
most inextensible of tissues, but we cannot 
coincide with the fears of M. Lisfranc, as to 
the compression of the spiual marrow by 
extreme flexion. For four years that the 
cicatrix has opposed the growth of the cer- 
vical vertebra, this columnar flexion has 
noteven commenced. Nor do we indulge 
the hopes of the surgeon in chief of La 
Pitié, as to the results of the operation. 
He proposes to fix the thorax, and main- 
tain the head in the greatest possible exten- 
sion. M. Lisfranc will doubtless do all that 
can be done in this case; but M. Delpech 
has cited very singular examples of the in- 
vincible tendency which there is in cica- 
trices to be reproduced, and he has men- 
tioned some unsuccessful ones he has him- 
self bad, 

June 2, M. Lisfranc proceeded to destroy 
the adhesions by an operation. A semi- 
circular incision with its concavity upwards, 
was made in the tissue even of the cicatrix, 
five or six lines from the labial mucous 
membrane. To the left this incision was 
prolonged as far as an inch from the ante- 
nor border of the acromion, because on this 
side the bridle is mostextended, The right 
is almost entirely free. ‘I'he operator con- 
tinuiug his dissection parallel to the known 
plane ofthe inferior lip and chin, cut these 
two parts in the ‘thickness of the cicatrix. 

Lastly, he proceeded: with extreme deli- 
bération, lest the bistoury should penetrate 
abruptly the thinner parts, aud wound some 
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‘important vessel. Immediately after the 
|operation, which lasted thirty-six minutes, 
jthe child could carry its head freely back- 
wards; and he already articulated with 
greater distinctness, though the lower lip was 
far from having gained its wonted position. 
They endeavoured to carry it back by pres- 
sure from below upwards, by means of a 
little bandage of diachylon. The wound 
will be simply dressed. Extension of the 
head will be maintained by means of the 
posterior strings of an under-vest, which is 
itself sewn to a pair of drawers. 


With this case then I conclude my 
“* Essay on the best Treatment of Burns 
The plan proposed may also 
have been a. by others, but of this I 
am not aware ; my observations are founded, 
not upon the ideas of authors, but on expe- 
rience, observation, and reflection, I con- 
sign, therefore, this attempt to improve this 
part of surgery, to the members of the sur- 
gical profession, believing in the truth of 
the sentiment, that ‘‘simplicitas chirurgie 
anima est.” 
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INJURIES OF THE SKULL AND 
BRAIN, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 

Srry—In No. 405, p. 312, of your valu- 
able journal, is an interesting case of com- 
pound fracture of the cranium, with lacera- 
tion of the brain, communicated by Mr. 
Rudkin, of Brigg, in Lincolnshire; in 
which, considering the severity of the in- 
jury, life was certainly much protracted ; 
although, from the little constitutional de- 
rangement which followed, there was reason 
to suppose, that but for the occurrence of 
hemorrhage the patient would ultimately 
have recovered. 

If, however, you can conveniently afford 
me space for the insertion of the two fol- 
lowing cases, which I have as briefly as 
possible extracted from my case-book, I 
think they will be found equally interesting 
and illustrative (the second particularly so) 
of the severe lesions the brain may sustain, 
and yet of those lesions being followed by 
a greater protraction of existence, and by 
comparatively but trifling disturbance of 
the cerebral functions. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
sn K. Ranpect. 
Rotherhithe, July 24th, 1831. 


; .CASE I. 

COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE SKULL, WITH 
DEPRESSION, AND WOUND OF THE DURA 
MATER. 

Witttam Frost,'a healthy lad, etat. 15, 
came to me on-the afiernoon’of Saturday, 
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Tyne 20th, 1929, in cqnsequence of having 
had a blow on his head. from the falling of a 
tile from the roof of a corn ary, 
accident which happened about a mile 
and a quarter from my house, had occurred 
rather more than an hour previously to my 
seeing him. . His playmates who sccompa- 
nied him informed me, ‘‘ that he was 
knocked down by the blow, and remained 
in 9 state of insensibility for about a quarter 
of an hour. Upon recovering, he complain- 
ed of feeling very sick, but did not vomit. 
The head bled profusely, to stop which, and 
remove the sickness, they laid him upon 
some timbers in a neighbouring canal, and 
immersed the bleeding side of his head in 
the water. He then sat down for a short 
time upon the bank, and after the faintness 
and giddiness had subsided, he got up and 
said he would go to the ‘ doctor's,’ and get 
the wound ‘ dressed.’’”” Upon removing 
the hair, a large ragged wound of the scalp, 
about two inches in length, presented itself, 
situated just over the middle and superior 
rtion of the left parietal bone ; and on 
introducing my finger, | felt an extensively- 
comminuted fracture of the skull. The 
fractured portions were deeply depressed, 
so much so, as to be nearly half an inch be- 
low the level of the surrounding bone. The 
blood which issued freely from between the 
depressed portions, required a perceptible 
impulse from the pulsation of the brain. 
The bo 
pain in his bead, but said he felt as if he had 
a ton weight pressing upon his brain, which 
he thought had been increased by the jar 
which he experienced in walking to my 
house. The pupils were considerably di- 
Jated, but contracted very readily on being 
exposed to the stimulus of a strong light. 
The pulse was 90, labouring, and full. He 
was, however, perfectly sensible, and an- 
swered all the questions I put to him most 
distinctly and rationally, and without the 
slightest hesitation. I ordered him to be 
carried home immediately Seater about 
hslf a mile), and directed his mother to 
lace him in bed, with his head elevated, 
myself promising to follow and bleed him, 
which I did to sixteen ounces. Whilst he 
was being carried home he became coma- 
tose. The ulse rose to 100 during vene- 
section, and before I hod taken six ounces, 
he again became perfectly sensible. I re- 
quested that all light and noise should be 
excluded, and the following medicines im- 
mediately administered. 
R Pulv. jalape, gr. xv; 
Hydr. submur, gr. vj ; ft. pulvis. 
An obstetric cage, at which I had pre- 
viously been in attendance, obliged me to 
leave him for a short time, and this, toge- 
ther with another prior engagement, pre- 


did not then complain of mach | 
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vented my visiting bie for two hours and a 
half, I then found him perfectly sensible, 


but complaining of pain in his bead, and 


feeling very sleepy, ‘The pupils, although 
much ‘ilated, ky Ghetieat to the sti- 
mulus of light, the pulse had fallen to 92, 
and had again become lebourin 
and he had voided a considerable quantity 
of water. Having previously had head 
shaved, I proceeded to remove the depress- 
ed portions of bone by dilating the wound 
of the scalp, and just reflecting the pericra- 
nium u 
of the use 0° the elevator, without the risk 
of injuring that membrane. Upon so doing, 
I found the comminution to be yery consi- 
derable, and the depression of bone, in one 
part of the wound particularly, much greater 
than I had expected. Four detached por- 
tions of bone were carefully removed by 
the forceps. The fifth portion, about an 
inch and a quarter in length, consisted of 
about ove half of the internal table only. 
This portion was fixed vertically in the cen- 
tre of the wound, and had perforated the 
dura mater to the depth of three quarters of 
an inch. Upon removing it, copious bemor- 
thage followed. Two other considerable 
fragments were then removed with the ele- 
vator, and the wound was carefully sponged, 
Some blood had become extravasated be- 
tween the dura mater and cranium around the 
margin of the fracture, and this was gently 
scraped away with a dressiug-case spatula. 
The hemorrhage which issued from the an- 


the lapse of an hour, by the continued ap- 
plication of a sponge wetted repeatedly in 
cold water. The edges of the wound were 
then approximated by straps of adhesive 
plaster, and a pledget of lint was laid over 
the whole. Immediately after the removal 
of the portion of bone which had perforated 
the dura mater, the boy exclaimed, “ Dear 
me, how light I feel, the weight is all gone.” 
During the operation he had, repeatedly, 
convulsive twitchings of his arms and legs, 
and towards its close, owing to the hwmor- 
rhage, which had been very copious, he be- 
came very faint. He was then placed in bed, 
and the head was raised and covered with 
linen wetted with cold water, which I direct- 
ed should be reapplied every quarter of an 
hour. The most perfect quietude and com- 
plete exclusion of light were enjoined, and 
only a gruel diet permitted. ‘he pulse 
had now sunk to 68, and was soft and com- 

ressible ; he was perfectly easy, and in 

alf au hour fell fast asleep. Fearful of the 
recurrence of hemorrhage, I continued to 
watch him the whole night. He slept 
soundly until two o’clock, when he awoke 
complaining of thirst. Some toast and wa- 
ter was‘administered, after which he again 
slept without waking, uutil balf past five 
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o'clock, when he passed a copious alvine 
evacuation. But to abbreviate my report as 
much as possible, it is only necessary to 
state, that for the first five days he became 
the subject of considerable febrile excite- 
ment, which required copious and frequent 
venesection, and the most strictly antiphlo- 
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strong adhesion to the under surface of the 
cranium superiorly, and also around the 
edge of the fracture. The wound occasioned 
by the protrusion of the fractured portion 
of bone was nearly imperceptible, being ex- 
ternally covered by dried granulation, and 
internally only presenting a slight indenta- 





gistic measures for its reduction. After | tion of about half aninch in extent. Be- 
that time he continued to make daily pro- neath the membrane itself, there was a 
gress towards recovery, till the morning of copious and diffused effusion of pus, ex- 
the 21st day from the occurrence of the ac- | tending over every part of the external sur- 
cident, during which time the wound bad | face of the tunica arachnoides. This mem- 
united in two-thirds of its extent, and gra-| brane was opaque also in several distinct 
nulations had arisen upon the surface of the |spots. There was likewise an effusion of 
dura mater, and had begun to inosculate | pus beneath the pia mater, just at the spot 
with those shooting from the pericranium,| where the bone had perforated the brain, 
A variety of pressing engagements, how- | and copious effusion of serum into the ven- 
ever, prevented my visiting him until the | tricles and at the base of the brain. The 
afternoon of that day, when 1 found him/ brain itself was mach softened and pale ; 
restless and complaining of pain in his head, | ‘The vessels of the pia mater covering the 
the face flushed, and the pupils more dilated | cerebellum were gorged with blood, and 








than they had been for some days previously. | 
He was also suffering from uneasiness and 
a sense of fulness at the epigastriam,— 
Having gone on so favourably hitherto, 1 | 
little expected to find such a manifestion of | 
untoward symptoms at so protracted a pe- 
riod, and his mother having assured me that 
he was as well in the morning as he had 
been all along until within two hours pre- 
viously, I immediately suspected something 
improper in the shape of diet had been given 
him; upon strict inquiry the poor fellow, 
more honest than his foolish parent, confess- 
ed that he had eaten nearly the whole of a 
currant dumpling, which had been made in 
acommon-sized tea-cup. Itis almost need- 
less to state the particulars of what followed. 
In less than five hours after my seeing him 
he was comatose and insensible. Bleeding, 
leeching, purging, and cold applications to 
the head, were immediately and repeatedly 
had recourse to without effect. On the fol- 
lowing morning, the wound, which before 
earner a healthy and florid aspect, and 
discharged healthy pus, was now pale 
and dry, the granulations had a flaccid and 
spongy appearance, and from them a thin 
‘conditioned discharge issued. On the 
23d, he appeared the subject of repeated 
rigors and convulsive twitchings, and on 
the evening of the 25th he expired. Thus, 
humanly speaking, was this interesting case 
sacrificed to the folly of his iguorant parent. 





Post-mortem Examination. 


Upon reflecting the scalp from the left 
side of the head, an oval opening, equal in 
extent to a full-sized pigeon’s egg, was ex- 
posed. The long diameter of this opening 
was parallel with the sagittal suture, and 
anteriorly it extended nearly as far forwards 
asthe coronal. The removal of the calvaria 
exposed nothing very particular upon the 
surface of the dura mater, except a very 





the lesser brain itself so softened, that it 
could scarcely be removed without risk of 
laceration. Oa cutting through it trans- 
versely, some few drops ef perfectlys 
formed pus were found in its very centre. 
In addition to these destructive effects of 
inflammation, there was a copious effusion 
of scrum all the way down the spinal chord, 





CASE Il. 

COMPOUND FRACTURE OF THE SKULL,— 
PROTRUSION OF BRAIN, AND DREADPUL 
DESTRUCTION OF THE FACE, FROM THE 
ACCIDENTAL DISCHARGE OF A FOWLING= 
PIECE. 

About half past ten on the morning of Sun 

day, January 30th, of the present year, I 

was hastily summoned to James. Wardill, 

ztat. 19, who, I was informed, had acci- 
dentally ‘* blown out his brains,” by the 
incautious discharge of a musket whilst 
shooting sparrows. The accident, which 
happened on the banks of the Commercial 
Docks, about an hour and a half previously 
to my seeing him, had occurred in the fol+ 
lowing manner :—The patient was standing 
with the butt end of the gun just resting 
upon the toe of his left foot; the trigger 
was unfortunately full cocked, and in laugh- 
ing at his companions, who were in vain 
attempting to ascend the banks on account 
of the frost, his knee bent forwards against 
it, and the piece, which was charged with 
small shot (No, 6), immediately went off. 

His hat was instantly blown off into the air, 

while be himself fell backward to the ground. 

For a minute or two he appeared dead, but 

soon recovered himself, got up and walked 

to his house, distant about a quarter of a 

mile, When I reached the house, | foun 

him sitting in a chair, quite sensible, bu 
very faint, and presenting a most’ th 

His appearance. ' waw ~iiedd 


2Q2 


spectacle, 
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ghastly, and the face was dreadfully lace- 
rated, The e had evidently passed in 
8 perpendicular direction upwards, carrying 
@way a portion of the upper lip, the left os 
nasi, with its cartilages, a portion of the 
nasal process of the superior maxillary bone, 
the whole of the left frontal sinus, and a 
considerable portion of the orbital process 
of the frontal bone. The integuments of 
the forehead were also carried away to a 
great extent, leaving the frontal bone merely 
covered by periosteum, which was incrusted 
with blood, and blackened as if burnt. It 
as if the adductor oculi, from the 
violence of the shock the head had under- 
gone, was paralysed, for the eye was per- 


manently turned towards the outer canthus, | 


and thus injury. Through the 
aperture in the orbitar process, about a 
table-spoonful of brain bad issued; this 
was removed, and with it a small fragment 
of bone. Very little blood had been effused, 
and the parts were fairly blackened and 
burnt. As soon as the loose brain was taken 
away, the cerebral mass was clearly seen 
pulsating through the aperture. The coun- 
tenance besides was pale, and the uninjured 
features much shrunk. ,The r fellow 
complained of but little pain, 
tremulous and faint; the pulse was at 60, 
but very feeble, and the surface of the body 
was cold anddamp. I immediately ordered 
him to bed, the head to be kept elevated, 
and all light and noise to be excluded. 1 
contented myself with merely sponging the 
injured parts clean, with warm water, and 
covering them with lint, spread with simple 
cerate, and then left him, promising to re- 
tura in a few hours, 

From the state of facts which I have de- 
ascribed, particularly the lacerated condition 
of the brain, it was evident that a very 
considerable portion of the charge had en- 
tered the skull, and that none at all, or 
scarcely any purt of it, had passed between 
the dura mater and cranium, and yet nearly 
two hours had elapsed from the occurrence 
of the accident, without the supervention 
of any other untoward symptom, than that 
of comparatively slight collapse. Before 1 
left the house, his hat, which bad been 

icked up near the spot where he fell, was 

rought to me. Upon examining it, twenty- 
seven shots were found beneath the silk, 
covering the external part of the verge. 

At half-past three in the afternoon I again 
visited him. All symptoms of collapse had 
disappeared ; the surface generally was 
warm, and he complained of a little pain in 
his head, which he said felt confused, but 
he was otherwise perfectly sensible, aud 

d his fears that it was all over with 

im. ‘The pupils were not at all more di- 
i than,weual, but the pulse had risen to 
96, \and wae rather full ; and he complained 


ey 


uthe was! 
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ng wae NG 3 ary odin foes At 
my first visit I had requested the head to 
be completely shaved, and I now directed 
that a bladder of ice-water should be con- 
stantly applied to it. About half an hour 
after the bleeding, a powder, consisting of 
a scruple of jalap and ten grains of calomel, 
wan adatalsieeed. At ten o'clock at night, 
| I visited him for the third time ; the pulse 
| had regained its fulness and frequency, and 


{the same symptoms had manifested them- 


| selves, with the addition of a disposition te 
coma; I therefore bled to twelve ounces, 
when he in became faint. The bowels 
had not been relieved, and a common enema 
was in consequence injected. A saline 
cathartic mixture also directed to be 
| given at intervals of four hours, to increase 
, the action of the medicines, which had been 
Previously administered. 
| _ Early on the following morning, between 
| six and seven, I again saw him, and found 
| that he had passed a tranquil night, having 
| slept for some two or three hours at a time. 
| The head, as might be expected, was a little 
| painful, but there was much less heat and 
tenderness of the scalp, All disposition to 
;coma had disappeared; the pupils were 
perfectly natural, and the pulse 88, soft and 
compressible. The bowels had been co- 
iously relieved, and upon the whole he 
elt very comfortable, excepting a stiffuess 
and dryness of the face ; to relieve which I 
directed that it should be gently sponged 
with tepid water every four bours, taking 
care, however, not to remove the dressings. 
Nothing more in the shape of diet than 
thin gruel and toast and water were allowed 
him. 

At twoo’clock p.m. 1 found him precisely 
in the same state ; all was tranquil, and he 
had experienced much relief from the tepid 
sponging. 

At ten at night, however, it was far 
otherwise ; he had been much disturbed by 
the neighbours quarrelling under his win- 
dow, and I found him complaining of more 
pain io his head than he had hitherto had; 
his pulse had risen to 116, and was hard 
and full ; the scalp was hot and tender, and 
there was a general increase of heat upon 
the surface of the body, and a great deal of 
thirst. 1 bled him immediately to sixteen 
ounces, and ordered him to continue his 
remedies as before. But lest I should oc- 
cupy too much space in your widely-cir- 
culated Journal, I will not trouble you 
with the daily reports, as I have entered 
them in my case-book, I will, therefore, 
content myself with stating, that for the 
first fortnight I regularly visited him three 
times a day, although at the distance of a 
mile from my own residence, in order that 
I might carefully watch every untoward 








symptom as it manifested itself, and, if 
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possible, immediately check it. During 
that time I found it necessary to abstract 
altogether nearly 110 ounces of blood. After 
that period all inflammatory tendency ap- 

ared to have completely subsided, and the 
Ge was so far free from any-tbing like im- 
mediate danger, that I really began secretly 
to flatter myself with a hope of recovery, 
although with his friends, with whom 1 
found great difficulty in enforcing obedience 
to my directions, my prognosis was ex- 
ceedingly guarded, On the third day after 
the accident, an emollient poultice was ap- 
plied to the face, which was continued for 
four days,and the wound afterwards care- 
fully dressed with simple cerate. The burnt 
edges soon sloughed away, and granula- 
tions of a healthy character made their ap- 
pearance. From the expiration of the first 
fortnight to the conclusion of the following 
fourth week, making six weeks from the 
occurrence of the accident, he continued to 
improve, and cherished hopes of recovery, 
At the termination of that period the de- 
formity of the face, through the contractions 
of the granulations, had very much dimi- 
nished ; the adductor oculi had recovered 
its power, and vision was in no way im- 
paired. ‘lowards the close of the seventh 
week, however, he became the subject of 
irritative fever, which assumed the inter- 
mittent form, and was exceedingly irregular 
in its duration, lt was moreover accom- 
panied with excessive tenderness of the 
scalp generally, so much so, that the bair, 
which had been allowed to grow, he would 
not permit to be shaved off on that account ; 
notwithstanding which ice-bladders were 
kept constantly applied. He likewise be- 
came exceedingly petulant and morose in 
his temper, and would swear most profauely, 
if only asked to take nourishment. During 
the continuance of this state, which remain- 
ed unchecked by any of the remedial mea- 
sures which I adopted, the granulations 
became sbrivelled and pale, and speedily 
dried up. The Schneiderian membrane of 
the nasa, which before secreted muco-puru- 
lent matter, also became pale and dry, as 
also the lining membrane of the mouth, so 
as to give the appearance of hair-lip, only 
that the situation of this cleft was rather 
more lateral than usual. Through the aper- 
ture in the orbitar process of the froatal 
bone, which was large enough to admit a 
full-size hazel-nut, the brain could be still 
distinctly seen pulsuting, and detached all 
around nearly to the extent of an inch. That 
part of it immediately exposed to view was 
black, and appeared as if covered with a 
hard, dry scab, whilst all around it was of 
& beautiful deep-pink colour. A few days 
after the accession of irritative fever this 
scab, or slough, separated and came away, 
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charge of pus, but not the smallest frag- 
ment of bone or any other foreign body, 
neither could any be felt with a probe, 
This discharge of pus was productive of 
great relief to his symptoms, and he con- 
tinued to improve for about a week, durin 
which time his irritability much diminished, 
aud he was more sociable with those about 
him. In a very short time, however, he 
relapsed, and with the retura of fever there 
was a disposition to coma, which if roused 
from he would swear most dreadfully. At 
night low muttering delirium supervened, 
under which state he would frequently get 
out of bed, tear the dressings from his face, 
and mourn and,groan most piteously. To- 
wards the close of the ninth week, he was 
attacked with diarrhea, and in a day or two 
afterwards the integumeiits of the back gave 
way and sloughed to a considerable extent ; 
emaciation also, which had commenced 
since the accession of fever, proceeded very 
rapidly, ‘The diarrhwa remained unchecked 
in spite of all that was done for it, and he 
lingered on till the expiration of the fourth 
day of the eleventh week from the occur- 
rence of the accident, when he expired. 





Post-mortem Examination. 
During the movement of the body from 
the bed to the inspecting table, a quantity 
of pus issued from the opening in the fron- 
tal bone, and on carefully sponging it away 
two fragments of bone were seen lying loose 
near to the aperture. ‘The removal of these 
by the forceps was followed by the discharge 
of about a teaspoonful of pus. On remov- 
ing the calvaria, the adhesions of which to 
the dura mater were not stronger than 
usual, three shots were found near to the 
middle and upper part of the parietal bone. 
Each of these was surrounded by a small 
zone of inflammation, and beyond these 
there was also a small semicircular line of 
redness, about two inches in length. Upon 
detaching the dura mater in the usual way, 
several: other shots were found upon the 
left hemisphere of the brain, immediately 
beneath the dura mater, each surrounded 
either by a small zone of inflammation, or 
by a little suppurating cavity. On cutting 
through this hemisphere two abscesses, 
filled with pus, were laid open; the first, 
the size of a walnut, was situated on the 
upper part of the brain, nearly in the centre 
of the centrum ovale ; the other, the size 
of a common nut, more anteriorly and in- 
feriorly ; a third was found within about 
an inch of the frontal aperture, and was the 
one which contained the fragments of bone 
that had escaped during the movement of 
the body. Besides these abscesses, several 
shots were found scattered about in the 
substance of the left hemisphere, twenty- 
three of which were collected, and are now 





aod was quickly followed by a copious dis- 
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if my possession, The right hemisphere 
of the brain, except being rather more in- 
jected than usual, was apparently healthy, 
There was a trifling effusion into the lateral 
ventticles, and also at the base of the brain, 
but no other unhealthy appearance was de- 
tected. 


The above cases will, I think, be con- 
sidered highly interesting, and as affording 
abundant matter for clinical remarks. As, 
however, they have occupied so much space, 
I will content myself by submitting them 
without further comment. 

H. K. R. 





THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, August 6, 1831. 
— 

Ir Mr. Green be really desirous of main- 
taining a firm position in the ranks of the 
best-informed members of the medical pro- 
fession, he must at once, and for ever, aban- 
don his present style of composition, which, 
without exception, is the most loose, imper- 
fect, and inflated, that ever fell under our 
notice. This is a strong charge, but here 
are our proofs, After having spoken of the 
prospects which were held out to the public 
by the early mepicat cuarter, we find 
this sentence: ‘‘ And it is now time ‘that 
we turn to the examination of those iusti- 
tutions that were intended to nurture the 
hope of such a promise, and foster the de- 
velopment of the medical profession to its 
maturity and destination.” The reader will 
perceive, that the sentence begins with the 
conjunction ** And ;” and such is the case 
with évery fourth or fifth sentence of the 
pamphlet. In scriptural cosmogonies, this 
may be no disfigurement, but it detracts 
greatly from the merits of all literary pro- 
ductions, which are subjected to the rules of 
modern criticism ; it occasions a draw! in the 
reading, and from the misplacement of either 
the period or the conjunction, the parts 
which should be distinct sentences are 
blended, dove-tailed, and confused, and thus 
it often happens, that the meaning of the 
writer is lost throughout a whole paragraph, 


THE ASTONISHING NONSENSE 


running through several pages. Passing ovet 
this defect, what do we find in the mem- 
bers of the sentence just quoted ? Why, that 
** institutions were intended to nurture the 
hope of a promise;"’ and, secondly, that 
these “‘ intending institutions” were to 
** foster the development of the medical 
profession to its maturity and destination.” 
Miserable nonsense! But Mr. Green was 
resolved, at any rate, that it should not be 
conspicuous for its singularity; hence he 
has supplied us with the following. The 
reader will observe, that we quote words 
and letters exactly as we find them, and do 
not take parts of sentences in conformity 
with the unfair practice of some critics :— 
“There would then have been a scheme 
laid of ordered unity, for which the elements 
must have their rank assigned by a princi- 
ple of co- and sub-ordination, in default of 
which the elements become hostile oppo- 
nents.” (The logic and grammar are here 
ona par.) © But, unfortunately, whatever the 
cause may have been, instead of this dis- 
tinction, which not only permitted, but 
might have secured and perfécted a union, 
the College of Physicians resorted to an 
exclusive division from the surgeons; and 
we find them taking no other interest in the 
proceedings of the latter, than bg institut- 
ing law processes against them, or -tle 
more summary mode of vindicating their 
supposed rights, by committing them to 
Newgate. And thus the circumstance of 
the distinction of function with a com- 
moni Object, instedd of acting to fraternize 
and cement, became'the deadly poison of 
jealousy and hatred.” Without dwelling 
upon the matner in which the pronouns 
are promiscuously huddled together in the 
first sentence, like sand in an hour-glass, 
what do we find in the second, which, if it 
have any meaning at all, is rendered doubt- 
fal by the inaccurate punctuation of its pre- 
decessor? Why here we are informed that 
the ‘‘ circumstance of the distinction of 
function with a common object, instead of 
acting to fraternise and cement, became 
the deadly poison of jealousy and hatred.” 
It will be recollected by some of our readers 
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that a controversy relating to the buying 
and sélling of the bones and tumours of cer- 
tain defunct patients of St. Thomas’s Hos- 
pital, raged some years since almost to the 
sword between Mr. Green and Messts. Key 
and Branssy Cooper, who both wrote and 
re-wrote, composed and re-composed, pub- 
lished statements and explanations and ex- 
planations and statements, until not a mem- 
ber of the profession knew one of the 
grounds of dispute. Mr. Green darkened 
the subject with singular pertinacity and 
adroitness ; so much so, that we were wont 
to style him the “ great surgical eclipse.” 
So impenetrable, arid at the same time irre- 
sistably provoking, was the obscurity which 
characterised his “ statements” and “ ex- 
planations,” that his opponents concluded 
their letter to him * in the following insult- 
ing language :—“* What we complain of in 
this paragraph is, that Mr. Green has made 
charges by implication, which had they been 
stated in a more direct manner, would have 
incurred a responsibility he has evidently 
laboured to avoid. Were we inclined, we 
should tax him only with prevarication ; 
with falsehood we would not charge him ; 
the latter implies at least a degree of courage, 
the former is the subterfuge of a mind capa- 
ble of framing a falsehood but without the 
manliness to avow it.” 

Thus it is evident that the employment 
of indefinite or obscure terms is uot alto- 
gether destitute of danger. Mr. Green 
should bave recollected this circumstance 
and profited by the example. But un- 
mindful of the dilemma into which he was 
plunged in that unfortunate controversy, he 
has once more token up his pen to let words 
drop from it at random, without regard to 
meaning, and without any calculation of 
the probable consequences. ‘To this point 
we shall return again in a second or two, if 
our head should be steady enough, after en- 
countering the whirligig movements of one 
of Mr. Green’s revolutionary circles, 

In quoting the two following sentences, 
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as proofs of the charge we have advanced 
respecting Mr. Green's loose and inflated 
style of writing, we must request the readér 
to restrain in some measure his natural in- 
| clination to laugh, or he will assuredly, in 
the violence of unchecked mirth, rend 
asunder some two or three dozen ovet- 
loaded blood-vessels. After stating that it 
is the duty of an “ imperial government” 
to watch over and enforce such a manage- 
ment of corporations as shall lead to national 
advantage, Mr. Green writes thus, begin- 
ning his sentence with the word ‘* And” 
almost as a matter of course :—** And here- 
in we may find, if I mistake not, an ad- 
vantage and a happiness of no ordinary 
kind, in the circumstance under which col- 
leges and institutes of science, learning, 
and the liberal arts, have had their origin, 
If we look back to their history, we shall 
find the foundation and the first appoint- 
ment of the members in the sovereign, or 
by some high authority, with the express 
sanction and confirmation of the sovereign 
power, that is of the power which, under 
whatever name, represents the majesty, and 
the permanent interests of the nation,—not 
only of the whole community as at present 
existing, but ofa nation that it * is bound to 
contemplate its own immortality, and to 
prize with equal piety and solicitude its 
past heraldry and its reversionary rights, 
the honours of our ancestors and the pros- 
pects of our posterity.” 

What, in the name of common sense is 
all this? On one occasion Mr. Green's 
sentimentality ran a long race in pursuit of 
artificial * butterflies” and ‘‘ paper-kites.” 
Surely he has once more returned to his 
baby-house, and unburdened his toy-box 
for the benefit of the printer's devil. Mr. 
Green literally rejects and spurns all the 
tules of composition which have been so 
much admired, and so faithfully observed 
by such intellectual pigmies as Jonson, 
Locks, and Tooxe. He confounds moods 
and tenses as avostares do principles, and 
weaves with a thread of his own exclusive 








- Published in Tus Lancet, No. 116, November 
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* The “ it,” is probably an error of the press.— 
Ep, L, 
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manufacture, a web of ‘ ordered unities,”’ | that every word, every syllable, every letter, 


which bids defiance to every attempt at 
disentanglement. What, we repeat, does 
the author mean by the words, ** A nation 
that is bound to contemplate its own immor- 
tality ;’ or, as he says, ‘‘ to prize with 
equal piety and solicitude its past heraldry 
and its reversionary rights.” Such is the 
sheer trash produced by a writer who 
ventures, in almost every page of his pam- 
phiet, to designate the great body of En- 
glish surgeons as a class of “‘ subordinates.” 
Mr. Green must escape entirely from the 
dark and gloomy recesses of the Bars, or 
he will be lost even yet, and sink into utter 
insignificance, notwithstanding bis undoubt- 
ed talents as a scientific surgeon. More- 
over, be must abandon his childish pursuits, 
and relinquish his indulgence in those rich- 
ly felicitous imaginings, which, from their 
extent and fervour, appear in no small de- 
gree to bewilder the understanding, and to 
disturb the lamentable process of ratioci- 
nation, So repeatedly does Mr. Green re- 
fer to revolving sublimities, exaltations, 
and circles, that one could almost believe 
the pen was never set in motion by him, 
excepting under the influence of a giddy 
head, or while tossed to and fro in the car 
of an ungovernable balloon. It were in- 
deed paying Mr. Green an ill compliment, 
to believe that he was otherwise circum- 
stanced when be penned the following pas- 
sage descriptive of the blessings which the 
ancient colleges and institutes have con- 
ferred upon society :—* Appointed there- 
fore by the highest authority, and exer- 
cising an influence, which evermore works 
descensively, till as the product of its own 
subliming and assimilative action a corre- 
spondent ascension gradually takes place, a 
college thus framed perfects itself at length 
into a circle ever working from above yet ever 
returning on itself.” Gentle reader, this ex- 


tract constitutes a distinct passage in Mr. 
Gnrsen’s pamphlet; and we wish it to be con- 
sidered that our literary character stands 
pledged tothe accuracy of this statement ; viz. 








every point, is here placed as in the origi- 
ual! Need we say more of looseness, ab- 
surdity, or inflation of style? Mr. Green 
is his own commentator, and having in this 
part of his pamphlet plunged once more 
into his “ circle,” or, rather, having again 
assumed a comfortable seat in his round- 
about, there we must leave him ; for if we 
continue much longer to view him in this 
extraordinary position, “‘ ever more work- 
ing descensively, till, as the product of bis 
own subliming and assimilative action, a 
correspondent ascension shall gradually 
take place, and perfect himself at length 
into a circle, yet ever returning on himself,” 
our poor weak heads will be more confused 
and giddy than his own. We must not, 
however, dismiss him even here so easily ; 
for, to say the least of it, he has been guilty 
of a misdemeanour, and, therefore, at part- 
ing in this place, we must not only strip 
him of a portion of his borrowed plumes, 
but inflict a smart stroke of the persuader 
while turning on himself in his ‘‘ descen- 
sive”’ circlee Mr, Green has stolen our 
allegory, for, in truth, his circle, with all 
its ‘‘ subliming and assimilative action,” is 
neither more nor less than the “ common 
wheel*”” which we described at a public 
meeting of the profession, held at the Free- 
masons’ Tavern in the beginning of March 
1826. Paint, putty, and varnish, have not 
concealed the theft. In justice to ourselves, 
Wwe must quote from the speech delivered 
upon that occasion .—‘t When the Council 
in their reply speak of a desire to attend to 
the interests of the commonweal, it struck 
me that the words indicated a mistake io 
the orthography of the College writer. It 
appeared to me that he referred to the 
common wheel—that wheel which turos 
the hospital surgeons into their offices ;— 
it is an allegory certainly. The ruling 
powers of the College are the felloes of this 





* Commonweal—College records, 
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common wheel; the hospital surgeons are 
the spokes which support the felloes, the 
ball of the wheel is the fund of the Col- 
lege; the tyre which cements this happy 
combination, represeuts the College charter ; 
and we, the commonalty, represent the 
dust which this tyre perpetually grinds into 
the earth. Therefore, against :t must all 
our efforts be directed ; and if we do not suc- 
ceed in wresting it from the felloes, we 
shall not accomplish any-thing.” * 

There, Mr. Green, we have fairly ex- 
posed your poor attempt at plagiary; but 
had you succeeded in turning on your- 
self in a “‘ descensive circle,” and also in 
representing that movement as peculiarly 
the fruit of your own inventive genius; had, 
moreover, the imposition brought upon us, 
both suffering and disgrace, from the ex- 
treme carelessness manifested in exhibiting 
our allegory, our punishment would nothave 
been undeserved. We spoke of the ball of 
the wheel, and not of the nave—Aye, in de- 
scribing the construction of the common 
wheel of the “ descensively” revolving 
junto, we omitted all allusion to MNaves. 
Oh! this was not a venial fault! 

Now tlen, Mr. Green, while conclud- 
ing (for this week, for we are so much de- 
lighted by vour “‘ descensive”’ somersaults 
that we do not yet bid you a final adieu) we 
must revert to the point to which we have 
already promised to direct the particular 
attention of the reader. Obscurity of lan- 
guage is but a sorry excuse for the inven- 
tion and propagation of fallacies. Honesty 
of intention is an excellent apology for mis- 
statements inadvertently made; but the 
perusal of a long train of sophistical rea- 
soning, adduced with a view to substantiate 
& misrepresentation, excites a feeling of in- 
dignation which is not easily subdued, 
When Mr. Green, in the nineteenth page 
of his strange pampblet, professed to de- 
scribe the primitive formation of colleges 
and institutes, did he suppose he had so far 





* Lancer.-No. 132, page 807. 





OF MR. GREEN’S REFORM PAMPHLET. 601 


deceived himself as to believe that there 
was a single member of the profession who 
would be cajoled by his plausible mis-state- 
“Tf,” says he, “ we look back to 
the history of the colleges and institutes 
of “learning, we shall find the founda- 
tion, and the first appointment of the 
members by some high authority, with the 
express sanction and confirmation of the 


meut? 


sovereign power.” That the “ sovereign 
power ” appoints, none will deny. The 
power, indeed, to grant charters at all, is 
the exclusive prerogative of the King. This 
Mr. Green must know as well as ourselves ; 
but what is the ‘‘ high authority’ which 
selects the persons or members upon whom 
the ‘‘ chartered rights” are first bestowed ? 
Why, for the most part, a set of worthless 
intriguers, who know nothing of, and feel no- 
thing for, public benefit, and who, unlike Mr. 
Green, are quite incapable of sighing for a 
How monstrous 
is it that a man of Mr. Green's knowledge 


‘nation’s immortality.” 


and temperament, should put forth such 
statements in despite of so many contradic- 
tory facts! How was the charter of the 
College of Physicians obtained? How that 
of the Company of Apothecaries? How the 
Barber-surgeons’ charter, granted by James? 
How the charters of the Irish medical col. 
leges ? How the charters of all the Scotch 
colleges? And how can Mr, Green hear 
even the names of these institutions men- 
tioned without feeling a deep blush of shame 
for having set down as a fact that which 
almost the least-informed of the profession 
knows to be radically untrue? Who peti- 
tioned for the present charter held by the 
Junto in Lincoln’s-Inn-Fields? What 
** high” and trust-worthy “ authority” in- 
dicated to Georce III the propriety of 
confiding such extraordinary powers to 
twenty-one individuals? The answer is 
ready. Why, those very individuals them- 
selves; who, without consulting with those 
for whose benefit the charter was professedly 
granted, silently and insidiously obtained 
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thosé powers which they and their suc- 
cessors have so constantly wielded against 
the interests of the general body of the pro- 
fession, and therefore against the commu- 
nity at large. But, heavens bless us! who 
were the great men, of sufficiently “ high 
authority” to demand from their Sovereign 
a charter to confer upon them exclusive 
privileges? Oh, they were brilliant stars, 
Splendid, splendid, geniuses! Men of vast 
renown! Reader, if you be a surgeon, and 
know any-thing of the history of the science, 
run over, with admiring look and inclining 
head, the following names :—Witt1am 
Lonc —Gronce Cuanpter— WILLIAM 
Coorsr—W i111am Lucas—Samvet How- 
arp—James Eante—Cuarres Briicxe— 
Tuomas Keate—Josern Warner—Jona- 
THAN Watuen—Tnomson Forster—Joun 
Bincu—Wituiam Buizarp! The petition 
of these truly exalted personages consti- 
tuted the “high authority’ which pro- 
claimed to the King that he would act bene- 
ficially for his subjects, and for the interests 
of the science of surgery, if he were to place 
these names as those of the first individuals 
who were to exercise the power of the 
charter, and who, and whose successors 
throughout all generations, were to elect 
those who were to be their colleagues in 
office. These individuals, in fact, as is al- 
ways the case in such transactions, nomi- 
nated themselves; and Geonrce Ill was 
weak enough to confirm their disinterest- 
ed choice. 

A word or two more, and we have done. 
Mr. Green is professor of surgery in King’s 
College ; an institution which, without 
doubt, will have a charter, What “ high” 
and disinterested ‘ authority” will admo- 
nish the King on the occasion of selecting 


the first Council?’ Why, the bers of 


MONTHYON PRIZES.—SCROFULOUS DISEASES. 


which they affix their sign-manual. Acta- 
ated by the best intentions, they are too 
often duped by designing knaves, whose 
appetite for pelf and aggrandisement, ex- 
cludes from their bosoms all the best feel- 
ings of human nature. But charters will 
remain what they are, and the conduct of 
kings will undergo no great change, until 
the injured many have the ear of the Sove- 
reign, instead of the favoured few. When 
the bulk of the people can fearlessly ap- 
proach the throne in pursuit of justice, fure- 
well to every dirty knot of intriguing peti- 
tioners,—farewell to the Junto, snd to the 
whole race of Bats. 





ACADEMIE DE MEDECINE 
DE PARIS. 


ADJUDICATION OF THE MONTHYON PRIZES, 


To M. Courtois, for his discovery of io- 
dine, 6000 francs. 

To M. Lugul, for his successful applica- 
tion of iodine to the treatment of scrotulous 
diseases, 6000 francs. 

To M. Coindet, for having been the first 
to use iodine in glandular swellings, 4000 
francs. 

To M. Amussat, for bis researches on the 
torsion of arteries, 6000 francs. 

To M. Leroy D’Etoilles, for his improve- 
ments on the lithontritic apparatus, 6000 
francs. 

Lastly, to M. Felix Hatin, for his inven- 
tion of an instrument for the ligature of nasal 
polypi, 1000 francs. 





EMPLOYMENT OF IODINE IN SCROFULOUS 
DISEASES. 

Da. Bermonp, a distinguished physician 
in Bordeaux, has published, in the last 
number of the Transactions of the Medical 
Society of that city, several cases of the 
cure of scrofulous diseases by iodine. 

In the first case the disease was a testicle 
swollen by.a venereal affection, which ob- 





the present Council, who, without excep- 
tion, are self-appoiated. Inthe University 
of London there will happen precisely the 
same thing. On such occasions, kings are 
as much instruments as tle documents to 





stinately resisted energetic anti-syphilitic 
treatment, but yielded complete tely to a 
month's local treatment with iodine. 

The second case was @ scrotulous ophthal- 
mia, of six years’ duration, ina man, xt. 20, 
of sufficiently strong, though | mphatic, con- 
stitation. Dry and liquid coll Ivria of every 
kind, amongst others the insufflation of ca- 
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lomel tutty and candied sugar, had been| decoction of plantain and red tose leaves, 
tried in vain. An ioduretted and opiate eye| with a little wine. Acute pain was en- 
wash was now used, and ina month and a/dured while the injection remained in the 
half the symptoms were completely dissi-|cyst. After its entire discharge, the sur- 
pated. ‘The treatment at first caused a lit- | geon kneaded the cyst with his fingers, in 
tle pain, but since July the patient has had|order to determine its inflammation. In- 
no relapse, though he had several previ-|tense pain, vomiting, and swelling of the 
ously. jabdomen quickly ensued, gnd were ener- 








In the third case, scrofulous ulcers in the | 
glands of the neck in a young girl, etat. 10 
had for three years resisted all the ordinary | 
modes of treatment. Over the entire sur- 
face of her body existed numerous swelled 
glands; in the axille the inner surface of 
the arms and the inguinal regions, many of 
these glands were in a state of ulceration. 
In the neck there were three ulcers in the 
parotid region. Under the iodine treatment, 
both internal and external, the cervical ul- 
cers were healed with scarcely any excava- 
tion in fifteen days. ‘The continual move- 
ments of the patient protracted the cure of 
the sores in the groin for six weeks. Ina 
fourth case the efficacy of the remedy was 
still more decidedly proved. 

M. Bermond having charge of an hospital 
for chronic diseases, is provided with abun- 
dance of scrofulous subjects for the prose- 
cution of his researches. The results he 
promises to communicate when sufficiently 
matured, 


OVARIAN TUMOUR CURED BY PUNCTURE 
AND IRRITATING INJECTIONS, BY M,. RI- 
GOLLOT, OF SAINT ETIENNE. 


A woman, etat. 23, of sanguine constitu- 
tion, after an accouchment, during which 
she was subjected to some indiscreet ma- 
neuvres, experienced an active attack of 
inflammation of the uterus, which was by 
nO means rationally treated at its onset. 
Nevertheless, by the twentieth day, the 
disease had merged into the chronic form, 
and from tbat time a dull fixed pain, accom- 
paniéd with general iliness, occurred in the 
ovarial region. The abdomen became swol- 
len, and slow cotisumptive fever super- 
vened. Exciting dicines administered 
(under the supposition that the disease was 
tympanitis) aggravated materially all its 
symptoms, hen M. Rigollot was called 
to examine the patient, her emaciation was 
extreme, ber fever continued, the abdomen 
prominent in its anterior and left lateral 
part, and obscure fluctuation was percepti- 
le. The tumour was punctured, and ten 
or twelve pounds of purulent, fetid, and 
greenish fluid, escaped through the canula. 

Twenty days after, a second puncture was 
made, which gave issue to some matter, 








and the Cavity was then injected with a 


getically treated with antiphlogistic mea- 
sures. Inamonth the cure was complete. 
The patient, nevertheless, retained in the 
abdomen a small, oblong, indolent tumour, 
doubtless formed by the adherent parietes 
of the cyst.—Travails de la Soc. des Med, 
de Lyons. 





TREATMENT OF GOUT. 
COMMUNICATIONS ON THE SUBJECT OF 
DR. SHARKEY’S PAPER,* 


To the Editor of Tue Lawcer. 


Srr,—Having lately received several let- 
ters from London, some without name or 
address, and others with names but with- 
out address, containing illiberal and ribald 
animadversions on my late strictures upon 
Sir Henry Halford’s Latins on gout, and 
amongst them the subjoined from a person 
subscribing himseif ‘* James Smith, R.A.,” 
I request your insertion of it in your forth- 
coming number, that the public may see 
how little of a man, and how much less of 
a gentleman, pervades his scurrilous epistle ; 
and yet he calls on me, in the name of both, 
to discloze a secret which I cannot at pre- 
sent disclose for two reasons; First, because 
I have not a sufficient number of cases upon 
which I would venture to build my fame, 
as the author of the most important dis- 
covery that has ever been made in the sci- 
ence of medicine; and so ambitious am [ 
of this honourable fame, that I would make 
no other man participant of it ; and, Second- 
ly, b I ider it as an intellectual 
property, the benefits of which no Jaw, bu- 
mau or divine, can or ought to call upon 
me to sacrifice for the public good, without 
adequate remuneration from public or pri- 
vate resources ; particularly as the poor are 
exempt from the disease, who might claim 
the disclosure on the score of commisera- 
tion. No man has censured Dr, Carmichael 
Smith (the namesake, but not relative, 1 
presume, of James Smith, R.A.) for having 
witbheld from the public his plan for the 
fumigation of ships, hospitals, public in- 
stitutions, &c., until he had received 5v00/. 








*.The paper to which this letter refers, occurs at 
ge 425 of the present volume, where the name of 
De Sharkey was erroneously printed “ Starkey.” 
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from parliament, although this system has 
been found not to be unexceptionable. 

But perhaps I should:have, in some de- 

ree, excused James Smith, R.A., for hav- 
ing discharged at me his impotent, beard. 
less arrow, like a coward assassin, from the 
obscurity of his retreat, considering that he 
was then writhing under the tortures of a 
fit of gout—a disease which, indeed, is not 
calculated to improve the temper of a mind 
of higher culture than that of James Smith, 
R.A. And whereas | believe that bis family 
(for such I may suppose bim to have) would 
be much obliged to me for curing him of 
the gout, whereby they would enjoy more 
domestic peace | ween, I do hereby invite 
him to come to Cork, where he shall have 
the benefit of my advice and medicines 
gratis. But as 1 must presume that he is 
either a subscriber to, or reader of, your 
publication, I will, further, refer him to my 
forthcoming pamphlet, a copy of which I 
shall send you for his benefit, wherein be 
will find some information of which-he stands 
in need, The following is the letter of 
James Smith, R.A., to which I have al- 


luded :— 
** London, July 1, 1831. 

“ Sn,—Being a severe suilerer from the gout, I 
turned most anxiously to your paper on the subject 
in Tux Lancer of this morning. But what was 
my mortification to find it a kind of shop-bill that 
would disgrace the veriest quack. As to Halford’s 
paper, itis considered a namby-pamby kind of an 
affair, and is Jaughed at in our hospitals, where the 
poison is used in quantities that neither you nor 
the baronet ever thought of. If you have any-thing 
to say on the gout that is original, which | much 
doubt, state it at once like a man and a gentleman. 

* I am, Sir, your mostohedient servant, 
“ James Smiru, K.A. 

“ To P. Sharkey, M.D.” 

Such is the epistle of James Smith, R.A. 
He summons me to the ordeal of a man and 
a gentleman ; I shall briefly reply to that 
part of his communication, by saying, that 
two ingredients, at least,are necessary to con- 
stitute a gentleman, viz. birth and educa- 
tion. As to the first, I tell him that mine is 
not a name of yesterday—ignoble—and sus- 
tained by an obscure monogram; and that 
heraldry ambi. a my a. hl if g 
with purple investitures néarly 2000 years 
ago, when Ireland could boast of an indige- 
nous nobility; and as to the latter ingre- 
dient, viz. education, I refer him to the 
album of our university, wherein he will 
find that my name does not stand a blank. 
It is at all times an ungracious task to be a 
man’s own herald; yet what alteruative is 
left him, when he is assailed by the sbatts of 
impertinent scurrility, but either to tell the 
truth that is in him, orsuccumb? 1 thus 
bid adieu now, and for ever, to James Smith, 
R.A. and Co. Iam, Sir, your respeccful, 
much-obliged, and humble servant, 

P. Seanxey, M.D.A.M.T.C.D., 
Licentiate of the King and Queen’s College of 
Physicians 








n Ireland, &c, 
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an assertion is held to be 


“ In this age of 
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To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


S1a,—In compliance with your request, 

I will be brief in my remarks on a letter in 
your last Number, signed ‘‘ G. F. Collier.” 
i defy any of the witnesses to impeach the 
accuracy of the evidence I published in 
justice to myself; and I considered | was at 
issue with Sir H. Halford, not with Dr. Col- 
lier. A jury had awarded him forty shil- 
lings damages, and still he is not content. 
De, Collier now comes before the public 
and condemns his own prescription. He 
says the teaspoon was unusually small, and 
by its measurement, the two-ounce bottle 
would contain twenty-four, and not sixteen 
teaspoontuls. What is the calculation that 
every medical man makes when prescribing 
a teaspoonful? Why, that it contains a 
drackm, Does his prescription express 
that the teaspoon was to be unusually small ? 
No, it merely states two teaspoonfuls, and, 
therefore, Dr. Elliotson declared, ** ac- 
CORDING TO THE DIRECTIONS, the whole 
would be taken in twenty-six hours ;'’ for 
mark, the first three doses were to be taken 
every three hours, of which Dr. Collier 
takes no notice. Sir Henry Halford, Sir G. 
Tuthill, Drs. Merriman and Elliotson, knew 
that their opinion must be given upon the 
prescription, calculating upon the common 
acceptation of the word teaspoon among 
medical men, not supposing that something 
unusual was to be inferred, although not 
expressed. In giving my opinion upon the 
prescription, why was I to presume that the 
teaspoon was to be unusually small, and 
that the first three doses were to be taken 
every four hours, aad not every three hours, 
as directed. Dr. Collier virtually acknow- 
ledges that there were two im nt errors 
in his prescription, aad yet brings an a¢tion 
against me for condemning it. Why, all 
this labour to augment the intervals and 
lessen the quantity? What will Dr. Col- 
lier and the medical public say when I tell 
him,—and I tell him fearlessly, for I know 
it to be the truth,—that not ¢wo bottles, but 
THREE were compounded, and that the pre- 
scription was not changed on Tuesday night, 
but at one o'clock on Thursday morning ; 
aud as the second time he saw the child he 
consulted with Sir H. Halford, and changed 
the prescription, it follows that this child 
was taking the sublimate and digitalis from 
evening till Saturday night, with- 

out being seen by Dr. Collier, Mr. Wright, 
the respectable chemist alluded to by Dr. 
Collier, can confirm this statement. Sir 
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H. Halford also says, late on the night of 
Tuesday or Wednesday, and the second pre- 
scription ef the laudanum suggested by Sir 
H. Halford, and written by Dr. Collier, 
bears date on Wednesday. 

With regard to my having biassed the 
opinions of Drs. Granville, Johnson, Cope- 
land, and Thomson, the assertion is insultin 
to them, and unjust to me. I laid a copy of 
that prescription before them, to all of whom 
I was y unknown (with the excep- 
tion of Dr. Granville), and without preface 
or comment said, ‘‘ What is your opinion 
of that prescription, under any circumstances, 
for a child six years anda half old?” They 
all most unkesitatingly and unequivocally 
condemned it, after which they naturally 
asked the effects it produced. Dr. Birkbeck 
was the last physician I called upon, and 
he evidently misunderstood the age, for I 
could have no motive in misrepresenting 
the case to one whom I wanted to make my 
witness ; but it is clear his opinion was not 
‘much altered, as he was subpanaed by the 
plaintiff and not called. Dr. Collier quotes 
some authorities, not one of which goes to 
the extent of his prescription, as regards 
the sublimate. 

With respect to the effect of the pre- 
scription, I here subjoin a letter from Mr. 
Perfect, a surgeon of this place, as I have 
his permission to publish it. 

“ Hammersmith, July 26, 1831. 

ps = requesti 

be latormed of the sate of young Blinter when 1 
saw ‘bim,I have referred to the notes which 1 made 
at the time, and find that he was moribund. His 
appearance was that of extreme exhaustion, livid 
countenance, fixed eye, and rapid pulse, beyond 
counting, but regular, great vibration of the arterial 

particularly about the neck. The most 


nally, but apon separation the lips were eaten into 
i particularly where in — 
tien to the teeth ; the teeth were black and wholly 
the gums, and standing apart in a mass 
of sloagh and fretid matter, which from its peculiar 
taint I thought to be mercurial, and which exuded 
from the corner of the mouth, aud was wiped away 
by nty direction by the sister. ‘The tongue, as far as 
See, was greatly disfigured by swelling and 
ulcefation, and I believe the whole parictes of the 
mouth and fauces were in the same state. 
“Knowing nothing of the circamstances of the 
previous disease, or of the treatment which was 
adopted, it oceurred to my mind that the boy was 
dying of exhaustion, from the effects of mercurial 
irritation, and the destructive ulceration of his 
mouth and fauces, I am, my dear Sir, your obedient 


servant! 
4 “« T, W. Perracr.” 


I will now conclude, in compliance with 
your injunction, aud leave Dr. Collier to 
reap the full benefit of these facts, which 
his sophistry and misrepresentations lave 
forced from me. 

1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
W. Simpson. 


Hammersmith. Aug, ist, 1831. 


To the Editor of Tuk Lancer. 


Sin,—Having read a letter from Dr. Col- 
lier in reply to Mr. Simpson ia your last 
week’s Lancer, I find he has thought pro- 
per to refer to me by stating, “‘ Jt is im- 
portant to know that the druggist who com- 

unded the prescription was in court dur- 
ing the trial, and that he is intimate with 
the defendant.” After such a statement as 
this, I consider, if I were to remain silent, 
1 should be doing an act of injustice to- 
wards the defendant, and at the same time 
mislead the public, by consenting to the 
Doctor's statement, which is incorrect. The 
Doctor states, that ‘* although a second bot- 
tle of the medicine was compounded, only 
one dose of that second bottle was exhibit- 
ed, &c., and that the medicine was discon- 
tinued at twelve o’clock on the Tuesday 
night.” Now, Sir, to prove that the Doc- 
tor is mistaken, or perhaps has been misled 
by the mother of the child, I prepared the 
first bottle of medicine myself on the Sun- 
day evening, by Dr. Collier's prescription ; 
my assistant compounded a second bottle oa 
the Monday evening, and also a third bottle 
of the same on Tuesday evening, making 
together three bottles ; and that the second 
prescription which contained the laudanum, 
was not compounded till about one o’clock 
on the Thursday morning, which is very 
clear,- from the date of our prescription- 
book, That three bottles of the first pre- 
scription, each containing half a grain of 
corrosive sublimate with infusion of digita- 
lis, were had and paid for by the mother of 
the child, is quite clear, and it is natural to 
suppose, that if the two first bottles had 
not ail been taken by the child, the mother, 
who is very poor, would not have sent and 
paid for a third bottle. 

My assistant, who compounded the two 
last bottles, and saw me prepare tbe first, 
was subpeenaed by Dr. Collier, and had he 
been placed in the witness-box, he would 
have proved in court the whole of what I 
have here stated. 

I remain, Sir, your obedient servaut, 

Joun Waicut. 
Hammersmith, Aug. 1st, 1831. 





Hypropnosta.—A fatal case of this dis- 
ease has recently occurred at the Hotel Dieu. 
The patient was a boy, wtat. 15, and had 
been bitten three mouths previously, and 
the bite was cauterised with a red-hot iron 
a few minutes after the accident. Despite 
of bleeding, and the injection of warm 
water into-the veins, the malady ran its 
usual course, and terminated fatally on the 
third day. No peculiar appearances were 


observed on dissection. 











MR. WEISS'’S 4ND DR. FOX's STOMACH 
PUMPS. 

Sin,—In answer to Dr. Fox's letter in 
Tue Lancer of the 16th July, 1 readily ad- 
mit that he made a proposal to me, I be- 
lieve, through his brother, to manufacturé a 
syringe that he called his invention, upon 
which I was to put Dr, Fox’s name and make 
him an allowance on all I sold. It was pay- 
ing me but a sorry compliment in supposing 
that I should be sosimple as to manufacture 
an infringement upon my owa Y acmpane pub- 
lish it as an invention of Dr. Fox's, especially 
after having made my instrument complete 
at a very great expense, and paying 1604. for 
the patent, together with the cost for draw- 
ings and descriptions of its different actions, 


which may be seen at the Patent Office on! . 


the payment of one shilling. 

Now suppose any person paying the fee 
examines the plansy how easy it is for him 
to make another instrument with a trifling 
alteration in the manner of producing the 
action, and then claim the merit of the in- 
vention! Is it at all reasonable that I should | 
be expected to manufacture such an instra- 
ment? ‘That Dr. Fox had acted ia this way 
I could not for a moment suppose, especially 
after what his brother said (and which | 
have frequently found in other instances to 
my cost), that the same idea had occurred to 
him as to me; this I believed to be Dr. Fox's 
case, and I congratulated myself on having 
secured my invention ia time. After he 
had published that syringe, my attorney 
sent him a letter, and not having heard any- 
thing of it since, I considered that he had 
abandoned it, and consequently paid him 
the compliment I did in ‘'ux Lancer of the 
25th June. 

In consequence of the many improve- 
ments I have made, which are all open to 
the profession and instrument-makers (al- 
though I am not particularly fond of law), I 
will protect my patent at any expense, und 
should be happy to learn from Dr, Fox, who 
manufactures the instrument which he calls 
his own, as I can easily prove it to be an 
infringement on my patent. 

But to decide this argument, I will make 
Dr. Fox a proposal, which is, that two engin- 
eers be appointed to examine the mechanism 
of my syringe, and that of the one he calls 
his. When if they decide that he has 
infringed upon my patent, he shall pay ten 
guineas to any charitable institution he 
may think proper; and should they deter- 
mine to the contrary, I shall be happy to do 
the same. J have also another proposal to 
make to him, subject to the sume conditions ; 
that my patent syringe, the one I usually 
recommend, shall be submitted to the judg- 
ment of the same gentlemen along with any 
other now before the public, and should 


STOMACH PUMP8,—EXTRAORDINARY INQUEST. 


ledgment on Dr. Fox’s part shall be made in 
the manner above mentioned, and if the con- 
trary I will do the same, I remain, Sir, 
yours very faithfully, 


62, Strand, London, 

August 1, 1831. ’ 

{This is the last letter on this subject 
which we shall insert, if further communi- 
cations occupy more than a very few lines. 
Letters which do not come within this limi- 
tation, must be forwarded to the publisher 
for Misertion on the cover as advertise- 
ments.—Ep. L.] 


Joun Weiss. 





ATTORNEY CORONERS. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sin,—If you think the details of the fol- 
lowing case will be of service, as showing 
the neglect and inefficiency of an attorney- 
coroner, they are at your service. I can 
vouch for their truth. Yours, obediently, 








Surgeon and Apothecary.” 





A poor man of the name of Drew, living 
in George Court, Adelphi, died on Friday 
week between the hours of eleven and 
twelve in the day. Late the night before, 
as appeared in evidence, in a dispute with 
another man, he hed been knocked down, 
and had fallen heavily on the back of his 
head. ‘The coroner’s jury met on Saturday, 
and at the suggestion of one of their num- 
ber, adjourned the inquest until nine in the 
evening, to give time for the opening of the 
head, and to receive the report of the sur- 
geon, 

At this adjourned inquest I was present. 

The surgeon, Mr, 5 peal jun., of the 
Strand, attended, and told the jury that the 
body was in such a state of decomposition, 
that if was unsafe to open the head, that he 
would not undertake the operation for 500 
guineas. I offered to the coroner aad jury 
to officiate, without reference either to the 
danger or the 500 guineas; but on saying 
I could not give my report in less time than 
two hours, my offer was declined; and so 
laudably anxious were the gentlemen as- 
sembled to get home to their shops and 
their supper, that, under the direction of 
the coroner (although many of them seemed 
dissatisfied at such a course), they all sigue 
ed a verdict to the following purport— 
« Died of apoplexy induced by intoxication,” 
a verdict in direct opposition to the evi- 
dence, for the coroner having told them 
that if any notice was taken in the verdict 








mine be pronounced superior, the acknow- 


* This letter was properly authenticated,—Ep. L, 








CAR 


ow a 


succ 
qual 
ret | 
the 


biea 
Hot 
seve 
ulce! 
whic 
the 
after 
canc 
to ef 
with 
hitric 
succe 
caute 
of eig 
an e} 
cured 
Ward, 
again, 
peares 
was <« 
same | 
eye, a 
its bas 
ance, | 
trifling 
were u 
The a 
seve 
ich 
applice 
ree 
least it 
fore ch 
Parts o} 
merour 
the sor 
became 
eXcreg 


> in 
on- 
Sir, 


ject 
uni- 
nes. 
mi- 
sher 
ise- 








ULCEB OF THE EYE.—SCROFULOUS TUMOURS, 


of the blow received by the deceased, the 
parish would be subjected to the expense 
of prosecuting the striker, the jury saved 
their pockets at the expense of their con- 
sciences ! 

Would any surgeon have dared to make 
such a declaration before a medical coroner ? 
And in a matter relating to human life, 
would apy medical coroner have regarded 
the expense of so just a proceeding to the 


parish ¢ 





HOTEL DIEU. 
CARCINOMATOUS ULCER AT THE GREATER 
ANGLE OF THE EYE; EMPLOYMENT OF 
THE ACID NITRATE OF MERCURY AND 
THE PROTO-IODURET OF MERCURY ; CURE 
BY THE DEUTO-IODURET OF MERCURY. 
M. Brescusr has repeatedly used with 
success an Ointment contaiving a certain 
quantity of the proto-ioduret or deuto-iodu- 
ret of mercury. The subjoined is one of 
the cases in which this combination has 
been used with most success :—Dufresne, a 
bieacher, wtat. 50, was admitted into the 
Hotel Dieu on Feb. 23rd, affected for 
seven or eight months with a carcinomatous 
ulcer at the greater angle of the right eye, 
which had continually extended itself from 
the very commencement. M. Dupuytren, 
after having satisfactorily ascertained the 
cancerous nature of the disease, endeavoured 
to effect its destruction by cauterisation 
with the nitrate of mercury dissolved in 
nitric acid, a remedy which he hag found to 
succeed in similar cases. Three or four 
cauterisations were practised at an interval 
of eight or ten days, and the fourth induced 
an erysipelas of the face, which was not 
cured when M. Breschet took charge of the 
ward. He deferred attacking the cancer 
again, till the erysipelas had entirely disap- 
peared. At this time (10th April) the ulcer 
was of oblong form, and occupied at the 
same time the internal angle of the right 
eye, and the corresponding ala of the nose ; 
its base had a fungous nipple-like appear- 
ance, of a livid colour, and it discharged a 
trifling quantity of fetid sanies. Its edges 
were unequal, notched, and a little inverted. 
application of an ointment, made with 
seven parts of lard and one of the proto- 
ioduret of mercury, was now applied. The 
application was renewed daily, but after 
three weeks the ulcer was scarcely in the 
t improved, and the ointment was there- 
fore chanyed for another, composed of seven 
parts of lard apd one of the deuto-ioduret of 
mercury. In a few days the appearance of 
the sore was completely changed, its base 
became of a vermilion tint, the nipple-like 
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peared, the swollen edges gradually dimi- 
nished, and after twelve days employment 
of the ointment, the sore seeming in the 
best condition for cicatrisgtion, it was 
treated with simple dressing alone, an 
healing rapidly took place. On the 3r 
of May the patient was dismissed entirely 
cured, without deformity, the scar being 
|white, flexible, and free from pain or sur- 
rounding tumefaction.— Lancetle Fran- 
aise, 





HOPITAL DE LA PITIE. 
(Surgical Clinic of M, Velpeau.) 





EMPLOYMENT OF THE IODURET OF LEAD 
IN THE TREATMENT OF SCROFULOUS AND 
SCIRRHOUS TUMOURS. 


Tue ioduret of lead is a substance recently 
introduced into the Materia Medica by 
MM. Cottereau and Verde de Lisle. One 
of these physicians having applied com- 
presses steeped in vegeto-mineral water to 
a patient taking iodine, he quickly found 
that the skin of the tumour acquired a fine 
yellow colour; not doubting the affinity of 
iodine for lead, he resolved to unite these 
two substances possessed of such resolvent 
powers, in order to apply them to the treat- 
ment of scirrhous and scrofulous engorge- 
ments, ‘The ioduret of lead was given in- 
tervally, and incorporated into an ointment 
applied externally, MM. Guersent and 
Baudelocque have already obtained decided 
advantages from its ry it ee at the 
Hépital des Enfans, and M. Velpeau is at 
present administering it to numerous pa- 
tients. We subjoin one of the cases demon- 
strative of its incontestible efficacy. 
Case.—Leroux, turner, et. 28, admitted 
into St. Michael’s Ward, No. 28, on the 
4th of April, of an athletic constitution ; he 
had for three years several indolent tumours 
in the neck, arm, and axilla. Three of these 
were above the clavicle, the largest of the 
size ofan egg. The two others under the 
axilla, and at the elbow, were nearly of the 
same volume, and the latter was as hard as 
flint. They all seemed to be of a scrofulous 
kind. He had been long submitted to the 
use of other preparations of iodine before 
his admission, but the swellings continued 
stationary, despite the treatment of one 
of the ablest practitioners, in diseases of 
this description, in Paris. On the 4th of 
April, frictions, with the ioduret-of-lead 
ointment, were commenced, the tumours 
being covered with lint spread thickly with 
the ointment. The patient took, besides, 
the ioduret of lead internally in the dose of 
@ quarter, and, subsequently, ofhalfa grain. 





excrescences and fetid discharge disap- 


Under the influence of this treatment the 
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tumours were soon much modified. Some 
symptoms of irritation in the alimentary 
canal did not permit a long perseverance in 
the internal administration of the remedy. 
The tumour of the axilla has altogether dis- 
appeared ; that of the elbow is softened and 
flattened, and its size is comsiderably di- 
minished. The three clavicular tumours 
have lost two-thirds of their volume. 

The ioduret of lead appears to act in a 
manner avalugous with the other preparations 
of iodine. Under its influence, the scrofu- 
lous tumours appear to become the seat of 
an interstitial absorption, which causes the 
tumours to separate into several lobes, to 
flatten and soften. It, besides, appears to 
favour the suppuration of the tumours, an 
effect we have repeatedly witnessed.— 


Lancette Frangaise. 


LATENT CHRONIC GASTRITIS SIMULATING 
AN ORGANIC DISEASE OF THE HEART. 


An old man, etat. 74, formerly a soldier, 
and having made his campaigns in the im- 
perial and republican armies, became subject 
to dyspn@a and palpitations, which had 
lasted for several years on his admission, 
when he presented the following symp- 
toms :—Dyspncea, voice interrupted, pulse 
irregular, frequent, beating of the heart 
strong and rapid, elevation of the parietes 
of the thorax, decided bruit de soufflet during 
the contraction of the ventricles. Is com- 
pelled to maintain the erect posture, in 
order to breathe freely ; r, hislower 
extremities were cedematous, and fluctuation 
was felt in the cavity of the abdomen, Per- 
cussion and auscultation gave no peculiar 
indications, ‘The patient continued several 
days in the same state. He was bled from 
the arm; thridace* and the acetate of lead 
were also prescribed. The latter disagreed 
so much, producing nausea and weight in 
the epigastrium, that the patient could not 
endure its repetition. Eight days after ad- 
mission, he complained of acute pain in the 
precordial region, the dyspnoea increased, 
prostration ensued, the tongue became dry, 








the pulse acquired an extreme degree of 


frequency (140 a minute), the intellect be- 
came clouded, and he expired. 

Organic alteration of the heart might 
have been fairly suspected, but we were 
surprised at finding its volume natural, its 
dimensions ordinary, and its valves free 
from any derangement. The aorta and 
great venous trunks were also sound; the 
only lesion worthy of remark was of the 
mucous membrane of the stomach, which 
was in the mgrbled and granular state 
usually characteristic of chronic gastritis.—- 
Lanc. Francaise. 


"® The lactucarium of the Edinburgh Pharma- 
copeia. 





CHRONIC GASTRITIS.BOOKS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


LONDON COLLEGE OF MEDICINE, 

Wes shall insert some communications on 
the subject of this College, together with 
such observations as they may require, in 
the next Number of ouf Joornal. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


Da. O’SHaucunessy has in the press, and will 
qui publish, a Translation of Lugol’s excellent 
reatise on the Use of lodine in Scrofaluus Dis- 
eases. With an Appendix by the Translator, con- 
taining a precise Formulary tor the Preparation and 
Administration of the lodurets of Lead and Mer- 
cury—a Statement of the Wholesale and Retail 
Prices of Iodine and the Hydriodate of Potash—an 
Exposure of the im nt Adulterations to which 
this Salt is irequenti so , and Directions for 
the Detection of the Foreign Ingredients — an 
successful Clinical Experiments with 


Verdet de Lisle, ee Velpeau, = a, 
and, lastly, a Glossary, explanatory of rofes- 
sional Terms used in the Treatise. 7 

In the Report on M. Lugol’s Memoir, addressed 
to the Royal Academy of Sciences, Paris, MM. Ma- 
gendie and Dameril thus speak :—“ Deep-seated 
alterations of the glands and other organs, serious 
diseases of the bones and their principal articula- 
tions, accompanied by all the symptoms which fore- 
bode a speedy death, have been cured by this mode 
of treatment in great numbers of cases in the 5: 
of a few months. The satisfac and interesting 
nature of these results is nota little increased by 
the fact, that the majority of the patients treated by 
M. Lugol in his peculiar manner were in the most 
— dploravic and bm sonee into his 
wards as jorable exam oO tavages of an 
irremediable disease.” 





BUOKS RECEIVED. 

On the Nature, Symptoms, and Treatment, of 
Cholera. By Medicus. lion. Hetherington, 
Kingsgate Street. 8vo. pp. 16. 

Cholera Morbus ; its first epentons pointed oat, 
and its effects prevented, &c. By James Rymer, 
M.R.C.S. Loni : E. Wilson, 1831. Svo. pp. 15. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


A Student of the London University. If 

doce aot speek for ital, the mare repablication of 
joes not » 7 mere 

it will not make the cause of the Professor's dis- 

missal clearer in the eyes of the public. . 

The ** Essay the first on Midwifery,” will 
be sent to the Office for the writer. We are not at 
present in want of an article on the subject. 

How can Veriias expect us to publish the 
reflections contained im his letter, u a signa- 
ture which he has not authenticated? 18 Veritas 
willing to take upon himself the full responsibility 
of his statements? If not, how can the Editor of 
this Journal do so, who has none but an anonymous 
authority for their truth ? 

L.A. Plymouth. No. The apprenticeship must 
have been served with a gentleman who was in full 
practice as an apothecary. Whether before orafter 
1815, no other will suffice. 

An Invalid Subscriber, &c. As we cannot direct 
the attention ofany competent authority to the evil, 
because there is no authority petent P 
it, should we not commit the error of advertising its 
insignificant author by noticing his falsehood ? 

D. BE. 8. Not vet. 

Aquilia. He had deceived himself before he de- 
ceived others. In Aldersgate Street. 

Inquirer. The Birmingham School of Anatomy 
is recognised, 
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